FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

MAY 9, 2007

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Howard, Fitzpatrick, Peterson, Chief Peck, Captain Comers, Captain Macnamara, Lt. Lyddy.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

Awards presentation:  various awards were presented to members of the department and telecommunicators.  

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:  Mr. Barnhart addressed the Commission with regard to the survey done with regard to the downtown area.  One suggestion from the survey was that the idea of lifting the parking restrictions on weekends in the downtown area.  Mention was also made of reinstituting public transportation in the downtown area.  Another idea was to increase the 2hr parking to 3 hr parking.  Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Howard to table the survey so that the Commission could review it; carried unanimously.
T.S. #2 – Motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger to approve the recommendation; carried unanimously.  A left turn signal would be looked into.

T.S. #3 Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger to approve the recommendation; carried unanimously.

T.S. #4 – Acorn and Woodrow – Discussion on sight line issue.  No accidents in 6 years.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger to approve the survey teams recommendations, Recommendations 1-6, deleting #4. Stop ahead both directions 300’ ahead.  Recommend weeds be taken down in culvert area.  A new idea of a mirror was raised.  This is to be researched, and looked into.

T.S. #5, 6, 7 – Mrs. C. Vahey has requested several items with regard to the intersection of Melville and Fairfield Woods.  Mrs. Vahey spoke on items #3 and #4, #6, #8, #9, #11 from her list that she submitted. Mrs Katz spoke with regard to her support about something being done at the intersection; she was involved in a very serious accident at that location. Motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Howard implement the survey teams recommendations, carried unanimously.

T.S. #8 – Neighbors from Berwick spoke to the Commission with regard to the parking and attitude problem created by students of Brio Academy. Some residents were not in favor of the 2hr parking limit.  The owner of Brio Academy stated that he has leased space in Riverview Plaza and expects to be thoroughly up and running by May 15.  This should ease the parking situation.  Atty Ambrose spoke on behalf of the resident of 371 Berwick Avenue who was not in favor of the 2 hr restriction.  He cited that his tenant would have no parking, and resale value would be reduced.  Blocking driveways seemed to be a big problem.  It was suggested that the Town do striping lines delineating driveways like that which was done on the lower end of Reed Road.  Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to table for 60 days, to see if the information the owner of Brio Academy provided about the Academy leasing space at Riverview Plaza alleviates the problem, and to also survey the area and present at next month’s meeting a diagram of the proposed striping and delineations for the driveways; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger; carried unanimously.

Mary Kate Collins at 227 Berwick asked that they also look at her driveway the abuts the academy,

#1  Reveiw downtown area survey/parking (Fairfield Center). Recommendation: Economic development to submit survey results for discussion.

#2  Install a left-turn control light at this very busy corner.  Currently there is a traffic light at the corner of Hulls Highway and the Post Rd. When traveling northbound (or east) on the Post Rd. it is extremely difficult to make a left-hand turn onto Hulls Highway. Recommendation: Engineering will check on the status of a march 2006 DOT plan to revise and install traffic control signal at US1 and Hulls Highway
#3  Install speed limit signs at above location. Recommendation to approve.
#4  Regarding speed limit signs on Mill Hill Terrace near Mill Hill School and on Acorn Lane. Recommendation – see attachment.
(see attached for observations and  recommendations from Officer Kalamaras)

#5  Request for flashing lights, no turn on red, new traffic light installation, a pedestrain barrel, timing changes for the pedestrian cycle and others for the intersection of Melville and Fairfield Woods Rd.  (see email). Recommendation – see attached.
#6  Request no parking, yellow curb lines, no parking when it snows etc. for Ridgeview Avenue.( (see email). Recommendation see attached.
#7  Request for speed bumps, rumble strips, entrance fences and no through signs for Melville Avenue.  (see email)  Recommendation see attached.
#8  Request: Creating no parking at above location.  Recommendation to install no parking signs from 10:00 am – 6:00 p.m Monday – Saturday on both sides of the street.
Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to accept Officer Brian Terifay and Officer Brahm who will be completing their probationary periods shortly; carried unanimously.

Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to accept and deposit $867.50 into the Animal Control donation account; carried unanimously.  These funds were raised by Vicky and Rachel Tomis conducting their 2nd Annual Stuff the Animal Control Van.”   
The Monthly Report was presented;

Motion to adjourn and go into private executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

_____________________

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENED PUBLIC SESSION

MAY 9, 2007

A private executive session was held beginning at 7:45 p.m.
Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Howard, Fitzpatrick, Peterson, Chief Peck.

The meeting concluded at 8:05 p.m

The reconvened public session started at 8:06 p.m

No votes taken.

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.

____________________ 

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary

