FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 12, 2006

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick at 4:30 p.m.

Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Laszinger, Commissioners Durrell, Howard, Postol, Chief Sambrook, Captain Filush, Captain Comers, Lt. Lyddy, Lt. Macnamara, Offr. Dalling.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Durrell; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:

T.S. #4 – Ms. Barber also requested that the mobile speed trailer be stationed on Edgewood Road. 

T.S.  #6 – Ms. Dawson, Principal Tomlinson addressed the Commission.  Lt. Lyddy will be approaching the Parking Authority with regard to the Special Officer doing some school traffic in front of the school, and requests Ms. Dawson’s support.
T.S. #8 – Discussion was held.  Lt. Lyddy will continue to talk with Engineering, and public works with regard to the sidewalk issue.  Lt. Lyddy will conduct a speed study of Center Street, and determine how the counter determines trucks in its count.  A pedestrian count was suggested by the area residents, but the Lt. Lyddy noted that this was a labor intensive issue, but the area residents offered their assistance.  Radar enforcement will be done in the area.  The Commission also agreed to waive the 1 year moratorium on revisiting the issue.  Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Durrell to table this for further study; carried unanimously.

T.S. #9 – Discussion – Mona Terrace – Mrs. Hadad spoke to the Commission with regard to the cars cutting the intersection.  Lt. Lyddy explained by painting the line in the street, that would enable better enforcement, because it would show when a vehicle actually crossed over the line, which would help with enforcement.  This would be tried, and the Commission agreed to waive the 1 year moratorium if the problem persists.
Motion by Commissioner Laszinger; seconded by Commissioner Durrell to accept the traffic surveys as amended; carried unanimously.

T.S. #1 – Congress Street on ramp to Merritt Parkway – Request:  The traffic control sign on Congress Street at the rear of the Parkway ramp area is confusing to motorists.  The sign reads “Turning Vehicles must yield to oncoming traffic.  This sign has caused at least one accident on 1-21-06.  This should be a standard Yield sign or a Stop sign.  People think it’s a no littering sign.  Recommend to table until next month.

T.S. #2 – Easton Tpke. @ Jefferson Street & Congress Street.  Request: That the Commission considers establishing a right turn only lane, both directions, on Easton Tpke. at Jefferson Street and Congress Street.  The problem exists in both directions when a vehicle in the right lane goes straight.  It creates a merging problem as the vehicles approach the Route 15 overpass.  Recommend to table until next month.

T.S. #3 – Buena Vista at Wilson Street – Request to install a stop sign with a street sign (name on it) See diagram attached.  Recommend to install stop sign as recommended.  Install Intersection Ahead warning sign on Wilson Street.

T.S. #4 – Edgewood Road – request a recommendation from the police department with regard to signage or other means of enforcing the 25mph speed limit, i.e. Speed limit enforced by Radar signs or Slow Children Signs.  Recommend to add Slow Children sign to existing sign near 225 Edgewood Road.

T.S. #5 – Mill Plain/Round Hill Rd./Duck Farm Rd. –Request to install an additional stop sign on Mill Plain @intersection of Round Hill Rd. Replace crosswalks at Mill Plain/Duck Farm Rd/Round Hill Rd. with new signs (green).  Install sidewalks on Round Hill.  See attached letters/e-mail from Ms. Amy Ulness and Ms. Joy Vischio.  Recommend to table request until the completion of the building project.  Replace existing crosswalk signs with new yellow signs.
T.S. #6 – Unquowa Road (Parking in front of Tomlinson MS) Request to change the no parking/no standing in front of school back to 15 min parking zone.  Create a Drop Off Only zone.  Post below each initial sign stating Exit on Passenger Side Only.  Request a second crossing guard at this intersection to assist guard.  Also suggest the officer be pulled from the High Schools Four Way stop sign.  (see correspondence re: request for further information)  Recommend that the request to create a drop off area on Unquowa Road be denied. Request assistance from the Parking Authority to have the Special Officer assigned to the RR Station assist with traffic in front of the school.

T.S. #7 – Acorn Lane and Mill Hill Terrace – Request to install a stop sign where Acorn Lane ends once Mill Hill Terrace begins.  Recommend to deny.  Request site line clearing near the culvert at the intersection of Acorn La. and Mill Hill Terr.
T.S. #8 – Center Street, Southport – Request to establish the street as one-way and install a sidewalk. The other petition request only the one way, as one member of the community prefers that a sidewalk not be placed on his side of the street.  Recommendation is to deny.

T.S. #9 – Mona Terrace – request – Rear entrance to Senior Center – Create a physical barrier to prevent cars from cutting the intersection.  Recommend that the request for a physical barrier be denied.  Pre-stripe the street and continue the center line into the parking lot.

T.S. #10 – South Benson Road – request a Stop sign at the pass way near the police area (building) due to the alarming number of speeders that pass the corner just before the police building.  Recommend to deny.

Old Business  - Beach Concerns – Captain Filush gave the Commission an update with regard to the Beach area and what is being done by the police department with regard to police presence and enforcement.  A packet was handed out to each Commissioner which included: a memo to police personnel with regard to enforcement and manpower assignments, a printout of call for service from 4/5-4/8, and a copy of a new form entitled, “Fairfield Beach Area Daily Activity Summary,” to be used by the officers.

Captain Filush also made the Commission aware that the Zero Tolerance letter was mailed out to property owners in the beach area (labels supplied from tax rolls).  A copy of the zero tolerance letter was also delivered to public safety at Fairfield University who in turn e-mailed it to the students. It was noted that there was a glitch, and labels for Rowland Road were not printed, but that would be addressed.  The overtime cost to the department, 16 hrs weekly.  First Selectman Flatto has put together a monthly internal meeting.  He noted that the University does interview and discipline students who appear in the police log.  He asked that Fairfield University continue the ride-a-long.
Several residents, (Mr. Muller, Mr. Bremm, Mr. Biondi, Mrs. Siano) spoke to the Commission with regard to problems they are still experiencing at the beach.  Some residents suggested that it was just not Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday when then problems occur.  The other night it was a Tuesday night.  Thought patrols should be more nights and weekends.  Residents would like to have the bike patrol back.  Do not want to see the bus back delivering students.  Dropping them off at Veteran’s Park is a terrible solution.

The suggestion of a Task force consisting of a member of the police department, a member of the Police Commission, Fairfield Beach Residents, and the Commission concurred.
Lt. Macnamara gave the Commission a report on the testing process for new police officers.  Applications returned, 116.  Testing is to start on 4/29/06.  Oral interviews scheduled for 5/22,5/23/,5/24.

New Business – none

The Monthly Report was presented.

Next meeting May 10, 2006.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Durrell to adjourn and go into Private Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

______________________

Commissioner Laszinger

Secretary

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVED PUBLIC SESSION

APRIL 12, 2006

A private executive session was held at 5:47 p.m.

Those present were:  The Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Laszinger, Commissioners Durrell, Postol, Howard, Chief Sambrook, First Selectman Flatto, Town Attorney Saxl.

The private executive session concluded at 6:30 p.m.

The reconvened public session was called to order at 6:31 p.m.  No action was taken.  The Chairman stated that Chief Sambrook had submitted his letter of intention not to seek renewal of his contract, and that he plans on retiring on August 9, 2006.

The Commission agreed to hold a Special Meeting on April 26 at 4:30 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m.

______________________ 

Commissioner Samuel Laszinger

Secretary

            FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS


SPECIAL MEETING

           APRIL 26, 2006

The Special Meeting was called to order at 4:45 p.m., and a vote was taken to go into Private Executive Session which occurred immediately thereafter.  In attendance were:

the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Postol, Commissioners Durrell, Howard, Postol, First Selectman Flatto, Human Resource Director, Mary Carroll-Mirylees.  After basic procedural information was provided by the First Selectman and Human Resource Director, they were excused.
The meeting then took place with only the five commissioners in attendance.  The Private Executive Session meeting concluded at 6:11 p.m. and the Public Session was reconvened.

Commissioner Lazinger moved that the search for the new chief be restricted to internal police department candidates only.  Commissioner Durrell seconded the motion, and it passed by a vote of 4 to 1, with Commissioner Postol opposed.

A vote to adjourn the meeting was taken and the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

____________________

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary
