FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 8, 2006

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by the Acting Chairman, Commissioner Durrell at 4:40 p.m.

Those present were:  Commissioners Durrell, Howard, Postol, Chief Sambrook, Captain Dyer, Captain Filush, Captain Peck, Lt. Lyddy, Officer Dalling, Bill Hurley.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the January meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:

Discussion was held on T.S. #1.  Mr. Faile explained his request to the Commission.  Captain Peck stated that further research was done on that area, and it was found that back in June of 2005 there was a request for a crosswalk and it had been approved.  It was not implemented right away, pending the paving being finished.  It was the consensus of the Commission to go with the original request, along with the lighting addition in the 2-1-06 request.

Discussion on T.S. #5 – A contingent from St. Paul’s Nursery school was at the meeting to reinforce there requests.  Ms. Ready, and the Coordinator from the school addressed the Commission.  Mr. Hurley, Town Engineer, suggested a staggered release time around the noon hour town hall lunch break, and elongating the no parking zone in front of the church, and across the street.  Ms. Ready encourages the department to ticket violators in the no parking area.  It was also brought up about obtaining a different type of sign to be placed in the road, rather than the sandwich board type.  Ms. Ready spoke about the type that she had seen in Stratford.  The Commission asked Ms. Ready to obtain a picture, find out were they were purchased, and submit information to Captain Peck to make sure that they meet the standards for signage.

As a last resort, the possibility of a crossing guard was discussed.  The department’s Crossing Guard line item is maxed out.  

If St. Paul’s decides to go that route, the department would help them with that process, but St. Paul’s would have to pay for the crossing guard. To summarize the following were options given:  open up area, embellish crosswalk, get some more signs, look into new sign, crossing guard.
T.S. #3 – Discussion – The Commission discussed the proposal for the driveway, Knapps Highway.  Painting the curbing red, and putting signage that says Bus and Emergency Vehicle Parking Only.  Chief Sambrook suggested before approving, that it should be brought to the Fire Commission.  The Commission granted approval pending Fire Commission approval.
T.S. #4 – Discussion was held on the signage on the Post Road near David Mac Hair and Color Group.  Ms. Camara asked that because of the fog line being painted, that the signs be removed, and parking be allowed.  It was noted that this is a State road, and the signage change would have to be approved by the State.  The Commission had approved this pending approval from State D.O.T.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard to approve the traffic surveys as amended; carried unanimously.

Commissioner Postol questioned T.S. #2 with regard to where the cars were to park if the area was made no parking.  It was noted that this was going to be done after March 15 per agreement with Headmaster.

T.S. #1 – Old Post Road – Southport – Request:  Paint a crosswalk from the parking lot at Southport Racquet Club to the parking lot where vehicles are parked to help make the crossing safer for the many who cross here each day.  Recommend to deny crosswalk.  Install street light on UI Pole #8171 (1st choice) on SNET Pole #7665 (2nd choice)

T.S.#2 – Melville Avenue – Request:  Post Melville Avenue “No Parking 7:00 am to 4:00 pm” from Cornell to Lindley Street. (see attached letter for reasons and history).  Recommend:  Approved – put in work order for signs after March 15th per agreement with Headmaster.

T.S. #3 – Knapps Highway – Request:  Recommended Access Improvements to Knapp’s Highway Access Drive – Fairfield Warde High School.  Recommend:  Approve as long as required width is met per Engineering Department.

T.S. #4 – Post Road – (David Mach Hair & Color Group) – Request:  A review of the parking restriction (a white fog line painted onto the right side of the road in late fall that establishes a single lane highway) which eliminates parking during rush hour.  Employees would like to park vehicles there during those hours. (see attached letter)  Recommend:  Approved pending approval from State D.O.T.

T.S. #5 – Old Post Road (St. Paul’s Nursery School) – Request:  Request that a portable or other type of stop sign be placed in the crosswalk during nursery school hours (8:45 am and 9:30 am and again at 11:30 am and 12:15 pm), of that a permanent sign or signs be posted along side the Old Post Road in advance of the crosswalk which would alert oncoming traffic to the crosswalk within a sufficient stopping distance.  Recommend:  Deny stop sign – Move eastbound pedestrian crossing sign back to Burr Homestead driveway – move no parking signs so that there is a 60ft space on each side of crosswalk.

T.S. #6 – Crescent Drive (behind American Legion) – Request:  Install no dumping sign on Crescent Drive behind the American Legion.  Also install no parking between signs to prevent blocking a driveway tat 165 Reef Road. Recommend:  DPW to install no dumping signs per Scott Bartlett.  Provide owner of driveway at 165 Reef Road with a no parking in driveway sign to install on gate of driveway on Crescent Drive.
Representatives from the Westport Youth Film Festival, Mr. Buristein, Ms. Curran, would like to address the Commission.
Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard to add the Wpt. Youth film Festival to the Agenda; carried unanimously.

Mr. Buristein and Ms. Curran requested that on May 13, 2006 they be given permission to close off Sanford Street.  It would be closed between the hours of 10 am and 5 p.m. for the festival.  They said that they had canvassed the businesses, and have 80% approval.  Archie Moore was the only one who did not want to close the street.   The street fair would not include food.

Chief Sambrook asked that they contact Dept. of Public Works for extra trash barrels, etc.  Captain Peck stated that if approved, that someone from Special Services would be contacting them with regard to procedures, hiring an officer, etc.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard to approve their request; carried unanimously.

Retired Fire Chief Russell was introduced.  He presented to Chief Sambrook a plaque in appreciation for his dedication and service to the Russell Family, i.e. Michael Russell.  Ret. Chief Russell then presented a plaque to Captain Peck and the motorcycle squad for the dedication and service to the Russell Family, i.e.  Michael Russell. 

Captain Filush then showed the Commission a sample of the Blue Book, and Training Manual.  Motion by Commissioner Howard; seconded by Commissioner Postol to accept the Blue Book as presented; carried unanimously.  Copies will be supplied to the Commission, Town Attorney, and First Selectman.
Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept the donation from Mr. Ravage in the amount of $30 in appreciation for installation of a car seat, to be deposited into the FPBA account; carried unanimously.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard to approve Detective Papageorge’s request for a 90 day leave; carried unanimously.
Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept the donation from the Hazel Dell Foundation, Joy Dunlop, in the amount of $3,000 and deposit it into the appropriate account; carried unanimously.

Commissioner Durrell informed the Commission with regard to the meeting she had along with Chief Sambrook, Capt. Peck and merchants from the downtown area.  The parking situation, and available spots, was of concern.  Commissioner Durrell hoped that the new railroad station would relieve some of the parking problem.  It was noted that the parking garage is not fully used.  It was suggested to publicize this, possible with a sign.  A letter to the merchants asking for voluntary compliance was to be sent.  Commissioner Durrell was to meet with P. Richie, Fairfield Chamber of Commerce, on Thursday.

Chief Sambrook presented the Monthly Report.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard; to adjourn and go into Private Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

____________________

Commissioner Howard

Acting Secretary

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENDED PUBLIC SESSION

FEBRUARY 8, 2006

A private executive session was held beginning at 5:46 p.m.
Those in attendance were:  the Acting Chairman, Commissioner Durrell, the Acting Secretary, Commissioner Howard, Commissioner Postol, Chief Sambrook, Captain Dyer.

The private executive session ended at 6:17 p.m.

The public session was reconvened at 6:18 p.m.

Those in attendance were:  the Acting Chairman, Commissioner Durrell, the Acting Secretary, Commissioner Howard, Commissioner Postol, Chief Sambrook, Captain Dyer.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard to purchase the electronic surveillance equipment in the amount of $2,000 from the Federal Forfeiture Funds; carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 6:23 p.m.

______________________  

Commissioner Howard

Acting Secretary

