FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 11, 2006

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick at 4:30 p.m.

Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Carroll-Mirylees, Commissioners Howard, Durrell, Postol, Chief Sambrook, Captains: Comers, Filush, Lt. Lyddy, Offr. Fraccassini.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Carroll-Mirylees; to accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:

It was noted that Fairfield High-Warde would be on February’s traffic surveys.

Motion by Commissioner Howard; seconded by Commissioner Durrell to accept the traffic surveys as recommended; carried unanimously.

1.  Park Avenue south by Sacred Heart University – Request – The rise toward the entrance to SHU the number of traffic lights can be confusing especially at night.  Lights at entrance are not large enough, ones attention can be distracted by lights at top of hill at crosswalk for dorm as well as amber blinking lights.  Right turn only signage should be before rise.  Recommend to move the Right Turn Only sign to the crest of the hill, just before SNET pole #86.  Attach no parking sign to it.  Remove old wooden sign.
2.  165 Commerce Drive – Request:  In front of Mercedes Benz at 165 Commerce Drive.  Vehicles parked on street eastbound block the view of drivers trying to exit driveway.  Can No Parking this Side signs be installed to alleviate the problem.  Recommendation is to deny request.
3.  Round Hill and Barlow Road – Request:  Need for a crossing guard at the intersection of Round Hill and Barlow.  Exceptionally busy intersection, especially in the morning, that poses a safety issue for children walking to Ludlowe.  This is compounded by the lack of any sidewalks on Round Hill Road.  Recommendation:  Conduct a morning and afternoon survey of the number of students crossing the intersection.

4.  Mill Plain Road – Request:  Review ideas for pavement markings on Mill Plain Road.  This would include turning lanes along Mill Plain Road at the Rec. Center and a right turn lane at I-95 Northbound on ramp.  Recommendation:  Monitor the traffic counts until use of land proposals are submitted.  Remove old 15 Minute Parking sign at I-95 entrance ramp.

5,  Old Post Road (Review Survey from May 2005)- Request:  Convert the 2 hour parking spots in front of 1080 Old Post Road to a Drop off/pickup zone and put a book return at curbside.  Recommendation:  Maintain parking scheme as installed.
The Chairman noted that the Sgt. Krahm issue on the agenda this evening, according to Town Attorney Saxl, would most likely be handled by combining Step 2 and 3.  This is not to be continued on the agenda unless otherwise notified by Counsel.

New Business – Request by Captain Comers to spend $3,450 from the Federal Forfeiture Account, for video and recording equipment to be used in recording interviews.  The price is a State Bid price.  Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Carroll-Mirylees to approve the request to use $3,450 from the Federal Forfeiture Account; carried unanimously. 

Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Carroll-Mirylees to add to the agenda Animal Control Donations; carried unanimously.

From Megan Watts $312.31, and from Linda Chehy $50.  Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept the donations and deposit them into the appropriate account; carried unanimously.

Chief Sambrook made the Commission aware of the holiday statistics (selective enforcement – grant) from Special Services division.  Most of the overtime money was paid by the Grant.

Discussion was held on a new winter, knit hat proposal.  Also on proposed BDU’s.  These items are now part of contract negotiations.

First Selectman Flatto arrived at the meeting at 4:50 p.m.

The First Selectman addressed the Commission with regard to his concerns about the newly placed stop signs on Mill Plain Road and the access road to the school.  He thought that they were a negative impact on safety and traffic in that area. He noted that the Town Traffic Engineer was not fully in favor of them.  The Chairman noted that three choices were suggested: a traffic light, an officer or school guard to do traffic, or the stop signs.  The stop signs placed were not the right size.  Larger stop signs are going to be put up.  Commissioner Carroll-Mirylees also noted that there was another suggested:  lowering the wall.  The work has been done on the wall, but it was insignificant with regard to sightlines according to Mr. Hurley. Larger signs are to go up, and possibly a barrel in the road.

Chief Sambrook presented the Monthly Report.  Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept the Monthly Report as presented; carried unanimously.

Chief Sambrook also made the Commission aware of correspondence from Mr. Coleman.

Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Postol to adjourn and go into private executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENED PUBLIC SESSION

JANUARY 11, 2006

A private executive session began at 5:12 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Carroll-Mirylees, Commissioners Howard, Durrell, Postol, Chief Sambrook, First Selectman Flatto.

Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Postol to adjourn the private executive session and reconvene the public session; carried unanimously at 5:45 p.m.

Commission received info on the hat option, but since it has been placed in contract negotiation, no action taken.

Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Postol to adjourn the reconvened public session at 5:56 p.m., carried unanimously.

__________________________

Commissioner Carroll-Mirylees

Secretary
