FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 10, 2007

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by the Chairman, Commissioner Postol at 4:30 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Peterson, Howard, Chief Peck, Captains: Comers, Dyer, Filush, Macnamara.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Howard; seconded by Commissioner Peterson; carried unanimously.

First Selectman  Flatto joined the meeting.

Divisional Captains presentations then took place with regard to the status of and the ongoing projects in their division.  
Traffic Surveys:

1. Post Road and Belmont Street intersection – Request that a crosswalk be painted at the intersection of Post Road and Belmont Street.  Currently there is a button at the intersection to obtain a green light for Belmont Street and Marshalls, but traffic is not held and it does not have a walk/don’t walk sign.  This is a wide section of road and is therefore unsafe to cross without the crosswalk since traffic is not held and vehicles do not want to yield to pedestrians crossing on an unmarked road.  Recommend to contact State DOT to determine original intent for the crossing actuators.

2. Sherman Street – request to review confusing parking signs on Sherman Street near the new condo’s behind Brooks Pharmacy.  Recommend to revamp employee parking signs on southside of Sherman Street. (see diagram for details)

3. Pine Creek Avenue – request to install Red Ball Do Not Enter sign at the intersection of Pine Creek Avenue and extension.  Recommend to approve red ball do no enter as recommended.  Install an additional red ball do not enter sign on French Street at S. Pine Creek Road.

4. Jelliff Lane at Old Post Road – Request that numerous vehicles drive     wrong way on Jelliff towards the Post Road.  One existing Do Not enter sign is partially obscured by a telephone pole and needs to be moved.  I recommend the installation of a barrel with a stop sign and a do not enter sign in the middle of Jelliff.  (see diagram on back)  Recommend to move existing do not enter sign to the left of the telephone pole near the curb line.
5. Center Street, Southport – Requesting that after a physical inspection, we be granted a no parking except on Sunday zone from the corner of Center Street and Pequot Avenue, southerly on Center Street roughly 100 yards on the west side of the road.  Recommend to table pending a traffic count on Center Street.

6. Tahmore Drive – St. Catherine’s Academy – Request =attached is scheme for the fire lanes at the St. Catherine’s Academy addition.  (see attached diagrams)  Recommend to approve fire zone pending the approval of Fire Commission.

7. Location: RT136@Gilbert & Sturges Hwys & Bayberry Lane – Request to install stop signs southbound (driving towards Westport) on Rt136 at Gilbert Hwy. a stop sign northbound (going towards Easton) on Rt136 at Sturges Highway and a 4 way stop sign (currently two ways) is needed at the intersection of Rt136 and Bayberry Lane in Westport.  Recommend that Lt. Lyddy to contact State DOT requesting two additional 30MPH speed limit signs on Route 136 near Sturges and Route 136 between Treasure Road and Gilbert Highway.

8. Holland Hill Road @ North Benson Road – Request to install a crosswalk on Holland Hill Road at North Benson Road.  Recommend – Town Engineer to request the extension of the existing sidewalk eastside of North Benson Road from Holland Hill to Barlow road.  Lt. Lyddy to contact State DOT requesting the repair of the pedestrian actuators.

9. Round Hill and Woods End Road intersection – request for crosswalk to be painted at above intersection.  Recommend to deny crosswalk based on Town Engineer study and seek a 2007 grant for sidewalk extension.

10. Redding Road & Verna Hill Road intersection – Request at intersection of Verna Hill there is an island/tree right in the middle with a lane on either side of island and there are no markings to distinguish which lane to enter/exit so vehicles coming an any direction are using both lanes both ways-ex-going Redding you can use the lane before island to take a right on to Verna Hill but coming down Verna you can use same lane to take left onto Redding.  Signage needed (similar to the signage at the intersection of Old Academy) as to direct traffic one way as to keep right.  (see attached email)  Recommend to divide both segments of Verna Hill Road with a double yellow line.

Discussion was held on T.S. #5.  Mr. North spoke on behalf of Trinity Church explaining further why the request was made.  Lt. Lyddy stated that the Traffic Survey team was sympathetic to their request, but would rather at this time wait another month for an opinion from the Town Engineer.  The traffic count had been completed and 136 cars between the hours of 8am and noon on Sunday passed.
Discussion T.S. #6 – Mr. Girardi representing St. Catherine’s was there with regard to the fire lanes.  Lt. Lyddy stated that the Fire Commission had approved the submitted sketch of the proposed fire lanes.

Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to approve the traffic surveys with the following changes:  T.S. #5 will be carried until the next meeting, and T.S. #6 the painting of the fire lanes are approved; carried unanimously.

Old Business – none

New Business – Donations to the PBA include $1,000 from the Elsie S Evans Trust, and $1,000 from Greenfield Hill Service Station.  Motion by Commissioner Peterson to deposit the funds into the PBA account; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger; carried unanimously. Chief Peck also read a letter from Greg Franzini, Fairfield Auto Upholstery, with regard to his wish to having his services considered a donation to the department.  His business refurbished the pads in the gym.  Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept his donation and send him a letter of appreciation; carried unanimously.
Through Sgt. Bloch’s efforts, General Electric has donated the money to purchase 4 defibrillators.  It is the goal of General Electric to eventually outfit every patrol car, donating 4 units each year. Motion by 
Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept the donation; carried unanimously.
Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to adjourn and go into Private Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENED PUBLIC SESSION

JANAURY 10, 2007

A private executive session was held beginning at 5:50 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Peterson, Howard, Chief Peck, Captain Macnamara.

The complaint of Mrs. Jesse Murphy was heard.

The private executive session ended at 7:05 p.m. and the regular session was reconvened.

Commissioner Lazinger moved; and Commissioner Peterson seconded; to affirm the finding of exoneration as per the letter of 12-13-06 addressed to Jesse Murphy; carried unanimously.  A copy to finding to be sent to the Town Attorney.

Meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m.

____________________  
Commissioner Lazinger
Secretary

