FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 14, 2006

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick at 4:30 p.m.
Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Howard, Durrell, Postol, Chief Sambrook, Captains Comers, Dyer, Filush, Peck.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Howard; with the following correction:  correct spelling of Commissioner Lazinger’s name; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:

Chairman Fitzpatrick recused himself from the discussion to be held on T.S. 5.  The Secretary took over the meeting for the discussion. Ms. Klimp explained to the Commission about her request for relief in the area.  She asked for a permit system, timed parking.  The one hour vs. two hour signage was discussed.  Problems with employees from Paci restaurant parking in these spots was discussed. The Parking Authority is looking into the employee spots. One resident requested no parking between the driveways, citing a problem of sightline in getting out of her driveway. (59 Station Street).  A representative from Pequot Landing also mentioned the need for street lights, and sidewalks.  She was referred to Public Works.  Lt. Lyddy indicated that Mr. Hurley had just dropped off plans with regard to sidewalks in the area.  They would have to be reviewed.  The repainting of the lines delineating the parking spaces would be done, and Ms. Klimp would canvas the neighborhood with regard to formally presenting to the Commission their wishes with regard to signage.
P.J. Anthony spoke to the Commission with regard to T.S. #6 Center Street.  She presented the Commission with a timeline of the discussions so far with regard to Center Street.  The question of one-way was discussed.

T.S. 7,8,9, 10(tabled), 11, discussed.
Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Howard to table T.S. #5 top await petition(formal not necessary, but a consensus of the neighborhood) with regard to times restrictions. Voting in favor, Commissioners Howard, Durrell, Postol, Lazinger, Commissioner Fitzpatrick recused himself; motion carries.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Durrell to accept the traffic surveys as amended, carried unanimously.  Commissioner Fitzpatrick recused himself from T.S. #5, voting in favor of the others.

T.S. #1 - Flora Blvd – request to install a Slow Children sign on the right hand side of Flora Blvd. as you turn off from Old Field Road.  Recommend to approve.

T.S. #2 – Southfield Road – request to review the traffic patterns/speed that comes through Southfield Road.  Drivers use Southfield Road as a cut-through to avoid morning and afternoon traffic on South Pine Creek Road and the Post Road.  Speed bumps may be a potential solution.  Recommend to table pending further study of speed and volumes on Southfield Road.
T.S. #3 – Tide Mill Terrace and Sasco Hill Road – request to check and confirm sight distance at corner of Sasco Hill Road and Tide Mill Terrace.  Recommend the trimming and removal of bushes to improve the sightline.

T.S. #4 John Street, Southport – request to review parking on John Street (49 John St. area).  The men working at the new condo complex are parking all along John Street making the road very narrow.  May be a problem for the fire trucks in an emergency situation.  Construction for next 6 months.  Recommend to Post No Parking and No Parking Monday through Friday on John Street.
T.S. #5 – Station Street – request that the entire length of Station Street running from #46 Station Street down to Pequot Avenue be designated as a one-hour parking zone.  That the area should be clearly posted with signs that allow for one-hour parking between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. and that the residents on Station Street that require on-street parking be given parking permits for display.  (see attached letter)  Recommend to table pending petition of the neighborhood regarding the installation of timed parking restrictions.

T.S. #6 – Center Street – request to install slow children signs and enforce the speed limits while traffic issues are resolved.  Recommend to approve.
T.S. #7 – Mill Hill Terrace & Mill Hill Road – request to install a stop sign on the corner of Mill Hill Terrace and Mill Hill Road right before both entrances/exits for the Mill Hill School.  Recommend to deny.  Sightlines at the intersection do not warrant a stop sign.

T.S. #8 – Old Barn Road and Brookbend Road – Recommend a stop sign and stop bar should be placed at southbound Old Barn Road and Brookbend Road. (see diagram attached).  Recommend to approve.

T.S. #9 – Flowerhouse Drive – Recommend to install a stop sign on Flower House Drive cross street of Mill Plain Road.  Recommend to deny.  Sightlines at the intersection do not warrant a stop sign.

T.S. #10 Brookside Drive (353-385 Brookside Drive)  Request the installation of any oar all of the following street signs:  Blind Drive, Children at Play, Speed Limit 15 MPH to reduce the speeding hazard on the street.  Recommend to table pending further review by Engineering.

T.S. #11 – Berwick Avenue – Request:  There is a large number of vehicles  parking along the street on Berwick in front of residents homes.  There are no parking restriction and any suggestions for signage is sure to affect residents, i.e. no parking or two hour parking so need some suggestions.  Bus stop on the corner of Kings Hwy and Berwick, consider a short footage from intersection down Berwick for not parking.  Recommend to table pending a further study of the parking scheme including possible off site parking.
Captain Peck presented the lists of special police officers. 57 to be reappointed, 6 no reappointment, and 33 new hires to be appointed.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Durrell to accept the lists as proposed; carried unanimously.

Captain Dyer gave the Commission an update on the recruit testing.  There will be two seats at the Academy in October.  The department is at this moment down one, but with the Chief’s impending retirement, the department will then be down two positions.  At this time 15 applicants are going through background checks.
Captain Filush gave a report on the Beach area.  He distributed statistics for the past three years in that area.  The increase in calls was small, and it was noted that several calls were to the same houses.

Captain Comers addressed the Commission concerning the crime statistics and Monthly Report.

Donations:  $80 from Riverfield School for Animal Control; and $50 from North Stratfield 5th grade class for D.A.R.E.  Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Durrell to accept the donations and deposit them into their respective accounts; carried unanimously.

Next meeting July 12, 2006 at 4:30 is canceled.  A special meeting will be held on July 12, 2006 beginning at 12 noon.  The agenda will be a Private Executive Session, ending at 2 p.m., and the reconvened public session will move to the police station, and be called to order in the Commissioner’s Conference Room.

Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Postol to adjourn and go into Private Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters; carried unanimously.

______________________

Commissioner Lazinger, Secretary

