FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 11, 2008

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger at 4:30 p.m.

Those present: the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger, the Secretary, Commissioner Peterson, Commissioners: Kleber, Dubrosky, Fitzpatrick, Postol, Hersh, Chief Peck, D/Chief Macnamara, Captain Comers, Lt. Gombos.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick, seconded by Commissioner Kleber, carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys: T.S. #1 - Center Street and Kings Highway West – request No Thru Traffic signs be posted at Center Street and Kings Highway west entrances/exits to the Pequot Landing condominium site.  See attached letter.  Recommendation Denied – area is private property and the association can post whatever signs they deem necessary.
Discussion Ms. Etela addressed the Commission with regard to the request.  Asks that the Commission reconsider the recommendation.  She sees it as a traffic problem.  Gates were being looked into but are very expensive.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to approve the recommendation; carried unanimously.

T.S. #2 Quincy Street – Request to install dead end/no thru street sign at the beginning of Quincy Street(as you turn in from Reef Road.)  Recommendation to remove sign at Jarvis Court and put sign at the end of Quincy.  Possibly on the top of street sign.

Linda Crowley spoke in favor. Citing GPS problems.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to approve the recommendation; carried unanimously.

T.S.#3 – Kings Highway West and Southport Woods – request a stop sign halfway on Kings Highway by Southport Woods.  This would make cars slow down.  See attached letter.  Recommendation to deny.  Ms. Verchili explained her reasons for the request for the stop sign.  It was explained to her that the area did not meet the guidelines for a stop sign.
Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to approve the recommendation with enhanced enforcement in the area; carried unanimously.  

T.S. #4 Request Bronson Road No. steep Hill and So. Broad River – request 1-Stop sign 2-reconfigure road – straighten it, 3 – flashing light saying curve ahead, 4-bumps that tell you are out of your lane, 5-police patrols at night – you can use my driveway or 431 Bronson Road 6-cut up roadway ahead of the curve to show danger – slow down measures like they have at the tollbooths on I95. 7-large boulders that the Public Works could place on the east side of the street to stop them in their tracks before they reach the homes.  Recommend that request be denied.  However, the Town will trim bushes around speed limit signs, install curve signs east bound and install two curve chevrons in both directions.
Linda Snelhalm-Moore addressed the Commission explaining the bad curve and the house located there that have been hit.  Mr. Fracas also requested a stepped up police presence in the area.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to approve the recommendation along with enhanced enforcement in the area; carried unanimously.

T.S. #5 Yarrow Road at Wormwood and Jennings Road.  Request no parking both sides of street sign on Yarrow Road. Recommend to deny request.  Mrs. Benton spoke to the Commission citing the road being to narrow for emergency vehicles to pass when parking was being allowed on both sides of the street.  The people parking on Yarrow are students from Ffld. Prep.  There is a problem with litter from the students in the area.

She would like the survey done when school is in session.  It was not in session when this survey was done. Chief Peck suggested that Mrs. Benton contact Mr. Reed or Mr. Brennan at Ffld. Prep and make them aware of the problem and see if it gets any better when the school year starts in Sept of 2008.  
Motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to approve recommendation without prejudice, and to put back on the agenda for review in October 2008; all in f favor,  with the exception of Commissioner Hersh who recused himself, motion carries.
Windsor Road – No Outlet sign – will remain as is.

Reappointment of Special Police Officers – Commissioner Fitzpatrick recused himself.
List submitted of those specials to be reappointed. Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to reappoint the specials as presented; those in favor:  Commissioners Lazinger, Peterson, Postol, Hersh, Dubrosky, Kleber; motion carries.

Next, the sign at Mill Plain, Duck Farm and Round Hill came into question.  It reads; “Turning vehicles must yield to on-coming traffic” It seems to cause some confusion, and will be put on the next traffic survey.

Commissioner Peterson raised the issue of the continuing problem in the Town of Fairfield with regard to speeding of vehicles. The Commissioner was looking to address this issue, and sees it as a Budget issue also.  Chief Peck is going to ask that Captain Filush address the issue with his officers in formulating a plan to stimulate and motivate the officers into greater productivity with regard to traffic enforcement and to present the plan at the September meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners.  There will also be long term traffic enforcement for Bronson Road.
Discussion was held by the Board with regard to not holding meetings in July or August.

Commissioner Peterson expressed concern about traffic surveys and the public if one or both meetings were canceled.  Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Hersh to cancel the August meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners:  Vote those in favor:  Commissioner Fitzpatrick, Lazinger, Postol, Hersh, Dubrosky, Kleber voting in favor; Commissioner Peterson opposed; motion carries.

The monthly report was presented.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to adjourn the regular meeting and go into private executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation at 5:45 p.m.; carried unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. and the private executive meeting was called to order at 5:46 p.m.

Those present: the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger, the Secretary, Commissioner Peterson, Commissioners: Kleber, Dubrosky, Fitzpatrick, Postol, Hersh, Chief Peck, D/Chief Macnamara.

The private executive session adjourned at 6 p.m.

Public session resumed at 6:01 p.m

No votes taken.

Public session adjourned at 6:02 p.m.

__________________________ 

Commissioner Norma Peterson

Secretary

