FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 14, 2007

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by the Chairman, Commissioner Postol.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Howard, Peterson, Chief Peck, Captains: Comers, Macnamara, Lt. Lyddy, Sgt. Broderick, Officer Rilling.

Prior to the meeting, Lance Newkirchen was sworn in as a Fairfield Police Officer, by First Selectman Flatto.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Howard; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys – Discussion was held on T.S. #1.  S. Clarkson addressed the Commission on why he felt that part of the street should be for parking and not restricted by time.  Mr. Clarkson stated that he was not in favor of overnight parking.  He provided some pictures.  Several residents, including Dr. Pesce and Mrs. Pesce, Ms. Brown, and Ms. Linder all spoke in favor of maintaining the current signage which is the two hour parking limit. Lt. Lyddy stated that he has approximately 7 letters all wanting the 2 hr limit to remain. The recommendation of the traffic survey team is to maintain the 2 hr parking limit restriction.  The Commission chooses not to amend the recommendation.
Discussion was held on T.S. #2.  Mr. Marshall addressed the Commission.  How he would like to see Mill Plain Road made no parking on both sides with regard to Sturges field. The Commission chooses not to amend the traffic survey recommendation.
T.S. #5 – Sgt. Broderick explained the request for the no parking spaces.  It was noted that the signage was less than a year old.  The Commission chooses not to amend the traffic survey recommendation.

T.S. #7 – Mr. Lobsenz doesn’t think signage is the answer the problem on Hill Farm Road.  Lt. Lyddy stated that the engineering department’s proposal is for DOT approved chevron signs coupled with enforcement.

Mr. Barnhart was not available, but at this time is conducting a survey with regard to the downtown area.  Ms. Bowersox spoke to the Commission with regard to the problems of parking in the downtown area, and the effect on customers to her business and other businesses.  The owner of Kroma cards also spoke to the Commission.  He referred to Atty. Saxl’s recommendation of zone parking in the downtown area, and free parking for people who can’t afford to purchase parking permits.

Motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger to accept the traffic surveys as recommended; carried unanimously.

T.S. #1 – West Morgan – Request a reversal of the decision to place a 2 hour parking limit on West Morgan, request that moratorium be placed on such designations in the downtown area until the new train station lot is constructed, etc.  (see letter for details)

Recommend to maintain the two hour parking scheme as installed based on maintaining consistency in the area and significant resident support of the posting.

T.S. #2 – Mill Plain Road –request to post the east side of Mill Plain Road from Carlton to Browns Lane as No Parking based on the speed, volume and lack of sight line.  Recommend to post No Parking this side of Sign at the 2nd gate, creating a no parking zone in the area after the curve.  Post a no parking area from Browns Lane, 50 feet south on the west side of Mill Plain Road.

T.S. #3 – South Pine Creek Road – Request to expand the No Parking zone on the east side of South Pine Creek Road from St. Anthony’s Church to Southfield Road.  Recommend to post a N Parking area from the existing sign south of the church, to include the area in front of the church.  Change existing signs to clarify the No Parking area.

T.S. #4- Harbor Road – Request to review the posting of the no parking signs that were installed on Harbor Road late last year and the impact and inconvenience to residents along Harbor Road.   Additionally, it has had the unintended consequence of creating an unobstructed speedway along Harbor Road, particularly in the stretch between the Mill River Bridge and Rose Hill Road.  Recommend to table pending a review by the Town Attorney regarding the liability of removing installed signs.  The town engineer will conduct a study regarding the possibility of cut-outs to accommodate parking.

T.S. #5 – Station Street – Request to install no parking signs on right hand side of Station Street from Pequot Avenue to the first driveway.  (Right now they have 2 hour parking signs there.)  Recommend to deny the request for a sign and resolve the issue with enforcement.

T.S. #6 – Pequot Avenue – request for the need for a new shoulder line along Pequot Avenue from the Five Corners east to the intersection of the Post Road.  Also request for speed bumps, grooved pavement, raised crosswalks and mid crosswalk signage.  Recommend to table pending review of the area by the Engineering Department.

T.S. #7 – Hill Farm Road – Request to review traffic situation near above address.  Speeding cars have crashed into 295 Hill Farm Road damaging trees, mail boxes, etc. (see attached letter).  Recommend to install the proper curve warning signs which will be researched by engineering.

T.S. 8 100 Audubon Lane – requests signage or engineering solution to prevent accidents.  There have been three single car accidents where a vehicle failed to negotiate the right of way and struck his stone wall.  Recommend to replace left turn sign with appropriate curve ahead sign which will be researched by engineering.
T.S. 9 – Commerce Drive (251 Commerce Drive) Request no parking signs in front of G&J Pontiac, 251 Commerce Drive.  Recommend to deny.  Existing signage is sufficient.

T.S. #10 – Downtown area survey/parking – request to review downtown area survey/parking (Fairfield Center).  Recommend to recommendation is presented at this time.

Old Business – none

New Business – A presentation by Captain Macnamara, Sgt. Broderick, and Officer Rilling with regard to the department getting tasers was done.  Would like to purchase 30.  To be given to a variety of officers, different shifts, etc.  The Taser would strengthen officer safety vs. liability.  Training would be 6 hours.  Would like to go ahead with the purchase out of Federal Asset Forfeiture in the amount of $47,197.  New hires are already being certified in this at the academy.

Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to purchase 30 Tasers, training, in the amount $47,197; carried unanimously.

Sgt. Broderick and Sgt. Greene gave a presentation with regard to the Laser sights attachment for the Glock weapons.  The cost is $229 per unit x 100 units at a cost of $ 25,190.  Glock representative recommends it, has one on his weapons.  Motion by Commissioner Howard; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to purchase the lasers from the asset forfeiture account; carried unanimously.
Captain Macnamara asked if the Commission was interested in charging a nominal fee for seatbelt installation.  Discussion was held, with regard to the cost of the officers at an overtime rate to do this program.  Prior to this they received comp time, but with new contract, 300 hrs of comp time is allowed, anything over has to be paid at the overtime rate.  Talk was held with regard to asking for a donation.  It was the consensus of the Commission that the program remain as is.  No action was taken.

Donation from Kiwanis in the form of Child Identification Kits at a cost of $1699.00 (check).  Motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger to accept the donation; carried unanimously.

Monthly Report – The Commission was presented with a draft of a new format for the Monthly Report.  Discussion was held.  This format looked good, and was to be used with changes to be made as needed.

Motion by Commissioner Howard; seconded by Commissioner Peterson; to adjourn the meeting and go into Private Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously at 6:05 p.m.

____________________

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENED PUBLIC SESSION

MARCH 14, 2007

A private executive session was held beginning at 6:06 p.m.  

Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Howard, Peterson, and Chief Peck.

The executive session recessed at 7:46 p.m.

The reconvened public session started at 7:47 p.m.

The reconvened public session adjourned at 7:48 pm, no action taken.

________________________ 

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary

