FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

MAY 10, 2006

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioner was called to order in the classroom at 4:35 p.m. by the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick.

Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Durrell, Howard, Chief Sambrook, various members of the police department, and family and friends of Vicki Tomis.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
May is Law Month – Captain Dyer proceeded to present to Officer Felix Esposito, a Lifesaving Award.

Captain Dyer then presented to Vicki Tomis a Civilian Award for efforts in fundraising for the animals.  She collected $1657 in cash, and $2,000 in animal supplies.  Ms. Tomis was also given a token of appreciation in the form of a charm bracelet with 3 animals attached.

Captain Dyer then presented to Rachel Tomis, Vicki’s sister a Certificate of Achievement for her efforts in helping Vicki with her fundraising efforts.

The meeting then moved to the Commissioner’s Conference Room.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Howard; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys – T.S. 5 and T.S. 3 were amended to approve the request.

Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept the traffic surveys as amended;  carried unanimously.

First Selectman Flatto joined the meeting, 4:50 p.m.

T.S. #1 Congress Street on ramp to Merritt Parkway – Nature of Request:  The traffic control sign on Congress Street at the rear of the Parkway ramp area is confusing to motorists.  The sign reads “Turning Vehicles must yield to oncoming traffic.”  This sign has caused at least one accident on 1-21-06.  This should be a standard “Yield” sign or a “Stop” sign.  People think it’s a no littering sign.  Recommendation:  Tabled until next month.

T.S. #2 Easton Tpke & Jefferson St and Congress Street – Nature of Request: Requests that the Commission consider establishing a right turn only lane, both directions, on Easton Turnpike at Jefferson Street and Congress Street.  The problem exists in both directions when a vehicle in the right lane goes straight.  It creates a merging problem as the vehicles approach the Route 15 overpass.  Recommendation:  Tabled until next month.
T.S. #3 Fairfield Warde High School – Nature of Request:  Install a stop sign at 3-way intersection with bus stop at Fairfield Warde High School.  (see attached diagram)  Recommendation:  Tabled pending further review with school officials.
T.S.#4 Fairfield Woods Road near Homefair Drive – Nature of Request:  Request a speed limit sign on Fairfield Woods Road, westbound lane near Homefair Drive.  Recommendation:  Approved.

T.S. #5 Papermill Lane – Nature of Request:  Change the current parking restriction to No Parking, Monday through Friday 7:00 am to 12:00 noon.  Recommendation:  Approved on the condition DPW can alter the existing signs.  If the signs cannot be altered, the proposal is cost prohibitive.
T.S. #6 Mill Plain Road – Nature of Request:  Delineate “No Parking” areas as the intersection of Mill Plain Road at Duck Farm Road and Round Hill Road in anticipation of the residential construction project.  Recommendation:  Post the north side of Mill Plain Road “no parking anytime” from Duck Farm Road to the first existing house.

T.S. #7 Fairfield Place – Nature of Request:  Fairfield Place near Chat & Chew, new curb put in; road narrows.  Possible No Parking required.  Recommendation:  Enforce the existing parking restriction and monitor the traffic flow.

Captain Dyer gave the Commission an update on the current recruit testing.  The written test was given to 126 applicants, the agility will be given on May 20.
New Business:  St. Tropez has again requested to close off Sanford Street on July 16, 2006 for Bastille Day.  Motion by Commissioner Howard; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger; to approve the request; carried unanimously.
The letter from Eileen Hepp with regard to parking at Fairfield High – Warde was discussed.  It was the consensus of the Commission that the majority of her concerns and questions should be directed to the Board of Education, and the Bill Hurley, Town Engineer.

First Selectman Flatto spoke to the Commission with regard to the officer assigned to Mill Plain and Unquowa in the morning and afternoon to do traffic.  The Commission would have the area monitored.

Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept and deposit the $1657 raised by Vicki Tomis, for the Animal Shelter in the appropriate account: carried unanimously.
Chief  Sambrook presented the Monthly Report and statistical charts.

Norma Peterson gave the Commission an update on the Citizen’s Corp.

Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Durrell to adjourn and go into Private Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters at 5:05 p.m.; carried unanimously.

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENED PUBLIC SESSION

MAY 10, 2006

A private executive session began at 5:06 p.m.

Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Ftizpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Durrell, Howard, First Selectman Flatto, Human Resources Director Mary Carroll-Mirylees.

The private executive session ended at 5:55 p.m.

The public session was reconvened at 5:56 p.m.

Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Ftizpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Durrell, Howard, First Selectman Flatto, Human Resources Director Mary Carroll-Mirylees.

It was the consensus of the Commission that the International Association of Chiefs of Police perform the assessment once they enter into a contract, subject to approval,  to conduct such testing for the Chief of Police.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:57 p.m.

__________________________

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary

