FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING

May 14, 2008

The regular meeting was called to order by the Secretary, Commissioner Norma Peterson at 4:30 p.m.  Those present:  Commissioners Peterson, Postol, Dubrosky, Fitzpatrick, Lazinger and Hersh; and Chief Peck.
Awards ceremony proceeded. 

Commissioner Lazinger stated that First Selectman Flatto and Human Resources Director Mary Carroll-Mirylees requested a private executive session be held before the public session continued.  They asked the public session be taken out of order. No objection to this request.  
The public session adjourned.

The private executive meeting was called to order at 5:04 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger; the Secretary, Commissioner Peterson; Commissioners Postol, Dubrosky, Hersh, Fitzpatrick, and Kleber (Commissioner Kleber participated by telephone and could hear the proceedings. He used a speaker to participate).  
Also present:  Ken Flatto, Mary Carroll-Mirylees and Chief Peck.

No vote taken.

Private executive meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m. and resumed to open public session.
Public session resumed at 5:21 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger, the Secretary, Commissioner Norma Peterson; Commissioners Postol, Dubrosky, Hersh,  Fitzpatrick; Chief Peck; Captains Comers, MacNamara, Filush, Dyer; Lieutenant Lyddy.

Commissioner Postol motioned to accept the minutes from the previous meetings; Commissioner Peterson seconded the motion.  All in favor; carried unanimously.
T.S. #1  Ludlowe Court.  Request residential permits on Ludlowe Court.

No discussion.

T.S. #2  Center Street, Southport.  Requests establishing the street one-way and installing sidewalk.  The other petition requests only the one way, as one member of the community prefers that a sidewalk not be placed on his side of the street.  P.J. Anthony addressed the Commissioners giving them background information and maps.  She said that this has been in review for the past 2 years.  She went over this review citing dates and events.  She said that Greg Peck distributed letters for a survey and a police vehicle was placed on Center Street with information on a blog regarding this issue.  M. Will from Center Street addressed the Commissioners saying that she has been a resident for 3 years.  She thinks that Center Street is too narrow and when she walks on Center Street she has to walk on people’s lawns and it is too narrow for 2 lanes.  People use it as a cut thru and it’s really dangerous.  Gaylord Mayer of 51 Spruce Street addressed the Commissioners saying that she read in today’s paper about Center Street.  She said that making Center Street one way does not solve the problem and no one in the area has been contacted about making Center Street one way.  Joe H. from #124 State Street, Ansonia, Connecticut addressed the Commissioners saying that he has 2 nieces that live on Center Street and that he’s in favor of making it one way.  Charlie Clark of #44 Spruce Street has lived there for 19 years and said that making Center Street one way does not solve the problem.  He thinks that speed bumps would work.  Captain Comers went and observed the area.  There was a message board and a petition done in Southport Center.  160 not in favor of the one way, 30 in favor.  E-mails resulted in 25 in favor and 5 not in favor of the one way.  The petition resulted in 155 not in favor and 5 in favor of the one way.  Overall, not in favor.  Captain Comers said that whatever the citizens have said, the street is narrow and Spruce Street has no traffic signal.  Commissioner Peterson brought up the issue of the sidewalk and Commissioner Lazinger said it would be a Public Works matter.  Commissioner Hersh said that when observing he felt that if made one way there will be speeding.  He addressed the residents who were in attendance at the meeting saying that they should have known about this issue when they purchased their homes.  Un-named resident from Center Street addressed the Commissioners saying that the last 3 years traffic problems have changed and nobody adheres to the stop sign and a quarter of a mile must be changed.  Commissioner Hersh said that it will get worse if it is made a one way street.  Commissioner Lazinger stated that all the members of the board take their responsibilities seriously. 
T.S. #3  Upper Black Rock Turnpike.  Exits from 2 adjoining places of business (Hudson City Savings Bank and strip mall housing Donut Inn).  States she has difficulty and notes 2 near misses.  Feels that drivers have limited sight of traffic because the stone wall in front of the bank is on a curve.  Would like traffic conditions checked out for safety before an accident occurs.  Captain Comers went to test this location.  The stonewall does not obstruct vision and Black Rock Turnpike is a heavily traveled road.

No action needed.

T.S. #4  Allen Road between Denise Terrace to Windsor Road.  Install a “Dead End” sign at the entrance of Allen Road to advise drivers that there is no exit and hopefully prevent them from becoming agitated and speeding when trying to reach the main road.  Laura Gifford from Allen Road addressed the Commissioners saying that people think that Allen Road is a way out.  There are about 20 kids on the street and also a licensed daycare.  Kids play in the street.  She asked that it be looked at again.  Too many people whip done the street.  Captain Comers said that there are lot of signs already and another sign is not necessary.
T.S. #5  Fairfield University, North Benson Road.  Proposal to construct a daycare center on the Fairfield University Campus.  John Fallon went to address the Commissioners, but Chief Peck noted that this should not have been a traffic survey, but should be under old business.  Commissioner Hersh recused himself, but returned when this was not discussed as a traffic survey.
Captain Comers said that he will review Dill Road to see if conditions have changed.
T.S. #1, Commissioner Dubrosky motioned to deny the request, Commissioner Peterson seconded; carried unanimously.
T.S. #2, Commissioner Hersh motioned to deny the request, Commissioner Fitzpatrick seconded, but Commissioner Peterson has a problem with this survey and wants to look for a solution.  Commissioner Lazinger supports a denial and said that this is a situation that requires attention.  The sidewalk request is not in the jurisdiction of the Commissioners, but DPW.  Lieutenant Lyddy said that speed bumps are not off the table, but there is national data on the dangers of speed bumps such as increased noise, pollution, accidents, etc.  Commissioner Lazinger motioned to deny, seconded by Commissioner Dubrosky; carried unanimously.
T.S. #3, no vote taken.

T. S. #4, Commissioner Hersh motioned to deny, Commissioner Fitzpatrick seconded.  Commissioner Dubrosky said that they are a lot of signs already there.  Commissioner Peterson also said that there are a lot of signs there already and she suggested possibly replacing signs instead of adding more.  Captain Comers said that it will be surveyed again and report back and it will also be determined if any signs need to be removed.  Commissioner Hersh motioned to deny, seconded by Dubrosky; carried unanimously.
T.S. #5, no action taken.

Chief Peck addressed the Commissioners saying that the Mill Plain Road turning lane should be under “Old Business” and he would like to address that out of order because Gerry Lombardo has another meeting to attend.

Gerry Lombardo addressed the Commissioners saying that he was not aware that the right turn only on Mill Plain Road was on the agenda for last month’s meeting.  He told the Commissioners his concerns saying that this right turn only lane for the Recreation Department is necessary.  It would be advantageous for the users of the recreation center and traffic backs up, even past I-95 and a new lane would alleviate traffic.  The traffic lights are currently not working and that it is a dangerous intersection and please reconsider installing the right turn only lane.  Commissioner Peterson asked if the right turn lane will be done by the developer and she thinks it may be premature.  Gerry Lombardo said that the developer would pay for it.  Commissioner Dubrosky said that he’s waiting for the plan of action from the developer.  Commissioner Postol motioned to approve, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, carried unanimously.

Old Business:

Commissioner Hersh recused himself.  Attorney John Fallon addressed the Commissioners regarding the Fairfield University daycare facility.  He spoke of the University’s master plan procedures and this plan is submitted every 5 to 10 years and the present plan is on file.  The plan is being updated and when it is ready it will be submitted to the Commission and the Commissioners will be in the same loop at the STC.  Mark Reed, Vice President of Student Affairs at Fairfield University, addressed the Commissioners regarding the parking issue of off site parking on Dill and Wormwood.  He said that they amended the student handbook which has where the students can park and they have an active record of complaints and problems and resolve them quickly.  Fairfield Prep is an independent entity, but adheres to the same policies as Fairfield University.  The kids park out of convenience and there is plenty of on site parking and Prep wants to be a good neighbor.
New Business:

Captain Dyer addressed the Commissioners saying that Officers Paris and Siraco will be ending their probationary period on June 13, 2008 and they both passed with flying colors and there is no reason to extend their probation.  Commissioner Postol motioned to approve and Commissioner Fitzpatrick seconded; carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hersh returned to the meeting at 6:15 p.m. after recussing himself.
A donation of $25 was given to Animal Control from Maureen Keltos and Mary Keltos Biedermann in the memory of Larry Fenton.  Motion to accept by Commissioner Postol and seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; carried unanimously.

Captain MacNamara presented the monthly report saying that speed enforcement was up about 40 hours.  Also, in regards to the shooting on Vesper Street, Detectives identified 1 person and made an arrest.  Detective Kerry Dalling has been loaned out as an instructor.

Commissioner Dubrosky would like to see more cell phone enforcement.  Captain MacNamara said the officers have to prioritize and that Special Services enforces those violations.

Commissioner Peterson moved to adjoin to private executive session and Commissioner Hersh seconded the motion; carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 6:22 p.m. and the private executive meeting was called to order at 6:23 p.m.
Present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger; the Secretary, Commissioner Peterson; Commissioners Postol, Dubrosky, Hersh, Fitzpatrick and Kleber (Commissioner Kleber contacted by telephone and used speaker to participate).

No vote taken.

Private executive meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Public session resumed at 6:46 p.m.

Present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger; the Secretary, Commissioner Peterson; Commissioners Postol, Dubrosky, Hersh, Fitzpatrick and Kleber (note:  Commissioner Kleber on hands free speaker telephone could hear and participate).
Commissioner Hersh made a motion to move that the Police Commisioners recommend Gary MacNamara to the First Selectman to fill the recently created position of Deputy Chief.  Captain MacNamara was the successful candidate in the recent testing by IACP.  Captain MacNamara has demonstrated in his tenure as Administrative Captain that he possesses the skill sets necessary to be outstanding in this position.

Note:  Commissioner Kleber on hands free speaker telephone could hear and participate.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh was seconded by Commissioner Postol (Commissioner Kleber voted yes); and carried unanimously.

Public meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
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