FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 12, 2008

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioner began at 4:30 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger; the Secretary, Commissioner Peterson; Commissioners: Hersh, Dubrosky, Fitzpatrick, Kleber, Chief Peck, D/Chief Macnamara, Captain Comers, Officer Gunter.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved, motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick, seconded by Commissioner Hersh.

Traffic Surveys:

Motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to table Traffic Surveys #2 and #5 until next month; carried unanimously.

T.S. #1 – Discussion was held on the requests regarding Third Street. Speeds were checked on the street along with the volume of cars. Petition was presented: one with nine names in favor of the changes, one consisting of three pages of those against.  It is the opinion of the Town Attorney that the Commission has the right to make the street one-way, but does not have the authority to make Third a cul-de-sac or Dead End, that would have to be presented to Town Planning and Zoning.  Motion by Commissioner Hersh, seconded by Commissioner Kleber to deny the request; carried unanimously.

T.S. #2 – Stratfield Road (Route 59) at Church Hill Road – Request would like a pedestrian barrel placed on Stratfield and Church Hill Roads in order to alert and remind drivers of the existing school crosswalk from 8:00 am to 5 pm  Neighbors agree to a trial basis and are willing to install and remove the barrel on a volunteer basis during trial period.  (Petition attached).
First Selectman Flatto joined the meeting, and congratulated the Chief and the Department for the Award from the Connecticut Challenge.

T.S. #3 – Shady Hill, Oxbow and Thorn Hill Roads – Request – resident’s request stop sign at the top of Oxbow Road where it intersects with Shady Hill Road.  There is a school bus strop and no side walks for the children.  Residents believe this stop sign would improve safety for the children.  See attached letter and neighborhood petition.  Recommend to table the request.  Additional engineering study to be completed.  Traffic count of road to be completed.  Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Hersh to approve recommendation; carried unanimously.
T.S. #4 – Ludlowe Middle School – Requests access driveway located between the north entrance to R.L.M.S. and the R.L.H.S. athletic field be marked as No Parking Fire Lanes in order to let emergency vehicles through when necessary. (see diagram)  Recommend to approve Fire Lane as marked.  Invite Fire Department to attend Police Commission meeting to provide additional information.  Police Commission suggests – No Parking signs approximately 50 to 100 feet on either end of the athletic field and Middle School driveway and/or – mark remainder of driveway No Parking 7am to 3 pm,
Discussion:  Lt. Gombos met with Ass’t Chief. Kessler with regard to Fire Lanes and the request.  The Fire Department has requested the following:  Along the entire length of the access driveway from the main parking lot in the rear of the high school and around the West end (scoreboard end) of the field, and On both sides of the west curved approach driveway and the east curved discharge driveway of the “Bus Load/Off Load” driveway between the middle school and the field.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh to approve the recommendation; seconded by Commissioner Peterson with the following amendment:  to also adopt Ass’t Chief Kessler’s letter; carried unanimously.

T.S. #5 – Fairfield Beach Road – Request: Planters filled with mums on Fairfield Beach Road in the middle of faux traffic islands – are they a traffic hazard or are they helping to reduce speeding cars.  See attached newspaper article.  Recommend to remove objects (planters) from roadway.  For pedestrian safety, the Police Commission requests the Town of Fairfield install sidewalks from Reef Road to Beach Road.
T.S. #5 has been tabled.

D/C Macnamara request to spend $4,298 for the purchase and implementation of “Text a Tip” from the State Asset Forfeiture account. Discussion was held with regard to other towns that have it, and whether or not it caused numerous false tips. The blackberries would be monitored by Detectives.  Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to spend the funds to implement the Text a Tip program; carried unanimously.

D/C Macnamara requested an additional $16,500 for the purchase of 12 more Tasers from the Federal Asset forfeiture account.  Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to spend the $16,500 for the purchase of 12 Tasers; carried unanimously.
Officer Gunter presented his report and speed bumps/speed humps. Discussion was held with regard to formulating a policy regarding requests for speed bumps incorporating the national standards for them.  The average cost for one is approximately between $5,000 and $7,000.  Officer Gunter found that in his research the dis-advantages out weighed the advantages.  Snow plowing, street sweeping, response time, location, were just some of the disadvantages.  It was also suggested that petitions for speed bumps be followed up with contacting the people in the area affected by the placement of such.  Commissioner Fitzpatrick asked if Officer Gunter could compile the following for the January meeting:  Has there been an increase of licensed drivers in Fairfield, Accident numbers involving property, and also injuries; the number of moving violations issued.  First Selectman Flatto has also asked that no action be taken this evening on this item.  The Commission would also like input, in writing from the following: Fire, Public Works, and Board of Ed.
Motion by Commissioner Peterson to table speed bumps/speed humps item until the January meeting; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; carried unanimously.

Wreaths Across America has requested the Traffic Authority approve their event through Fairfield.  Motion by Commissioner Dubrosky; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to approve their request; carried unanimously.

The Monthly Report was presented by Deputy Chief Macnamara;

Motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Hersh to move the issue of the complaint against Officers Schweitzer and Buckmir by Mr. Carr to private executive session at the request of the officers; carried unanimously at 5:34 p.m.

The private executive session  started at 5:35 p.m.
Present:  Commissioners Fitzpatrick, Peterson, Lazinger, Hersh, Kleber.  Commissioner Dubrosky recused himself and left the room.

Also present:  Chief Peck, Deputy Chief MacNamara, Mr. Carr, Captain Comers, Sgt. Broderick (union rep), Officer Buckmir, Officer Schweitzer.

At 6:25 the following people left:  Mr. Carr, Captain Comers, Sgt. Broderick, Officer Buckmir, Officer Schweitzer.

At  6:37 the Private Executive Session was concluded.  
At 6:38 the Public Session was reconvened.  Commissioner Kleber moved to affirm that the Internal Affairs investigation was satisfactory; seconded by Commissioner Hersh.  Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

__________________________ 

Commissioner Peterson

Secretary

