Fairfield Board of Police Commissioners
Regular Meeting

February 11, 2009

The Regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order at 4: 30 by the Chairman, Commissioner Peterson.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Peterson, the Secretary Commissioner Kleber, Commissioners: Fitzpatrick, Lazinger, Dubrosky, Hersh, Chief Peck, D/C Macnamara, Captain Filush.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

A moment of silence was held in memory of Jacky Durrell, former First Selectman and Board of Police Commissioner member, and Assistant Animal Control Officer Sal Rodi.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Dubrosky; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:

T.S. #1 – Black Rock Tpke at Samp Mortar Drive – Request that when traveling northbound on Black Rock Turnpike at the intersection at Samp Mortar Drive, the concerned citizen is requesting an exclusive left turn only for Samp Mortar Drive.  Recommendation to request State DOT to survey the area and the Police Commission recommends exclusive road markings indicating left hand turn for North bound Black Rock Tpke. at Samp Mortar Drive to coincide with left turn arrow on signal light.
Ms Dobi addressed the Commission and further explained why she felt the above was needed.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Dubrosky to accept the recommendation; carried unanimously.

T.S. #2 – 5-17 Grasmere Avenue by Post Road – request for 2 hour parking from 10 am to 10 pm on west side of Grasmere Avenue by Post Road for parking availability for restaurant patrons and food pickups. (approx. 4 to 5 spaces).  Recommendation is to deny request.
Mr. Ervin, for his father, has requested that his request be tabled until April meeting.
Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Hersh to table T.S. #2 until April; carried unanimously.

T.S. 3 – Belmont Street between Old Post Road and Post road – Request:  Due to speeding traffic coming from Post Road and Old Post Road onto Belmont Street, we request a Keep Right sign and double lines on Belmont Street.  Also slow down signs and possible curbs would make it safer to get out of our driveways.  Recommendation:  Commission recommends painting a solid yellow line in center of roadway.

Mr. Neverdousky addressed the Commission with regard to the above area.  He would like turn lanes marked exiting Belmont St onto the Old Post Road.

Motion by Commission Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to approve the recommendation; carried unanimously.

T.S. #4 – 85 Mill Plain Road – request that pavement markings be modified and restriped in the vicinity of 85 Mill Plain Property. (see attached engineering plan). Recommendation:  Recommendation is to deny without prejudice.  Commission feels developer submitted inadequate blue prints.  Plan should include sidewalk for pedestrians on west side of Mill Plain Road (cemetery side) and shorten the length of exclusive turning lane away from driveway access for 1 Redfield Road.
Letter has been received asking that T.S. #4 be tabled so that further information can be provided.  Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Hersh to table T.S.#4 until the March meeting; carried unanimously.

Old Business: Speed Hump, Speed Bump, Elevated Crosswalks – discussion on if policy is needed.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh that there is no need for a Speed Hump-Bump-Elevetated Crosswalk Policy; seconded by Commissioner Kleber.

Discussion.

Commissioner Hersh is against these because of safety concerns with regard to police, fire, EMS, responders.  

Commissioner Kleber noted limited success of these items in warmer weather only.

Commissioner Lazinger noted the ponding affect of water, and increased liability for the Town.
Commissioner Fitzpatrick noted his concerns included all the above along with snow plow issues and increased liability.

Vote on the motion:  motion carries unanimously.

New Business – The Commission recognized the following people that have retired:  Captain Paul Dyer, Captain Comers, Master Mechanic Horvath.

Lt. Gombos has received a letter from DOT with regard to replacement of signs on state roads.  It conveys that any signs replaced by the Town, the Town will assume the cost.
Neighborhood Watch Program – D/C Macnamara gave an overview of the program. An effort to rekindle the program by having fliers sent home from school in the elementary grades.  Chief Peck noted that strangers in the area, is part of the Officer Friendly program done at the schools.  An art project was suggested.
Motion by Commissioner Kleber; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to add donations to the agenda; carried unanimously.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to accept the donation of $300 from various members of the Crowley family for the Marina project; and $100 for Eagle One carried unanimously.($40 Joseph Cote Crowley, $60 Mr. & Mrs. James Henry Crowley, IV, $100 Mr. & Mrs. James Henry Crowley III, $100 Mr. & Mrs. James Henry Crowley III.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner to add Captain Filush to the Agenda; carried unanimously.
Captain Filush thank the Commission and read a letter that stated that he has accepted the First Selectman’s offer and will be retiring as of March 1, 2009.  The Commission thanked the Captain for his years of service to the department and Town.
Monthly Report was presented.  Calls for service were explained.
Motion by Commissioner Kleber; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to adjourn at 5:05 p.m. and go into private executive session; carried unanimously.
FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

PRIVATE EXECUTIVE SESSION

FEBRUARY 11, 2009

A Private Executive Session was called to order at 5:08 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Peterson, the  Secretary, Commissioner Kleber, Commissioners: Fitzpatrick, Lazinger, Dubrosky, Hersh, Chief Peck, D/C Macnamara, Det. Fred Caruso.

The private executive session concluded at 5:46 p.m.

The reconvened public session began at 5:47 p.m.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Kleber; for a four year contract for Chief Peck; carried unanimously.

Public session adjourned at 5:49 p.m. on a motion made by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Dubrosky; carried unanimously.

