BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 16, 2007

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by the Chairman, Commissioner Postol at 5:00 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, Commissioners: Fitzpatrick, Howard, Peterson, Captain MacNamara, Lt. Lyddy, Sgt. Bloch, First Selectman Flatto.
Commissioner Lazinger arrived at 5:15 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Howard; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:



Anne Toombs, 319 Harbor Road spoke with regard to the No Parking signs that were placed on Harbor Road.  She inquired as to where the request for no parking signs originated, also expressing concern that none of the residents were aware of the new signage.  Speeding on the road has increased since the signs went up, and that there are other areas in the village with the same width of road.  Her husband was the person that suggested possibly making Harbor Road One-Way or have parking only on one side.  Mrs. Toombs read a letter from residents who were unable to attend the meeting, but had the same basic problem with the new signage.


Anne Estelle, 241 Harbor Road spoke to the Commission with regard to the No Parking signs.  Wishes to come to a compromise, and cites the impact on life on the street with regard to people visiting, i.e. family and friends, and having no where to park. One suggestion is to hire police, and she was told that was not a guarantee.

First Selectman Flatto would like to see this item be tabled and reconsidered next month.

Lt. Lyddy – Road width 19’ – two cars cannot pass when one parked on side.  Have been told by experts that speeding does tend to increase. At this point we are exploring the option of speed bumps.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger to reconsider T.S. #2, Harbor Road, to override 6 month rule, because of this being an in-house request, and to hear an analysis from Lt. Lyddy with regard to the issues of One-Way, No Parking, or parking on one side, and to ask for the Town Engineer’s input.  Public invited to attend next meeting for their input; carried unanimously.

T.S. #3 – The recommendation was read.  It was explained that the traffic survey team felt that traffic in both lines would be impeded by removing the no parking ban on Sundays.  Mr. North asked about appeal.  Mr. North was told that if a request was received and amended, it would be re-surveyed as a new request.

Mr. Clarkson inquired with regard to T.S. #4 as to the original request, and how notices of changes are done to the people or neighborhood involved.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to table T.S. #4 till the next meeting, to find out details with regard to the request that was made, and further input from the public; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger; carried unanimously.
T.S. #5 – Sgt. Bloch – Mr. Zengou happy to hear that more enforcement is slated for the area.

Commissioner Lazinger inquired about the revamping of the Fairfield Woods corridor, and if there was still State money available.  First Selectman stated that some sidewalk improvements have been made, but further down Fairfield Woods Road past Morehouse.

To check on funds still available.

Hunter Muller spoke with regard to the Rowland Road area, and the crosswalks requested in T.S. #11  Linda Crowley also spoke with regard to the Fair Acres request for the two crosswalks.  Mr. Markels felt it was a great first step, by having the crosswalks. The crosswalk at Ffld Beach road was okayed, with the stipulation that the crosswalk for Rowland Road would be only following any sidewalk installation at the intersection.
Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to accept the Traffic Surveys as recommended with the exceptions as follows:  T.S. #2 and T.S. #4 are to be tabled until the March 2007 meeting; carried unanimously.

T.S. #1 – Miller Street – Request- Installation of a No Parking Here to Corner sign on Miller Street, 25 feet from the crosswalk at the Post Road.  Recommend to approve.

T.S. #2 –Harbor Road – Request – Suggest that Harbor Road become one way, southbound, between the Tide Mill bridge and Main Street with parking permitted on one side only.  Also install 25mph signs on this stretch of the road and greater enforcement of this speed limit.  Recommend to deny.
T.S. #3 – Center Street, Southport – Request that after physical inspection, we be granted a no parking except on Sunday zone from the corner of Center Street and Pequot Avenue, southerly on Center Street roughly 100 yards on the west side of the road.  Recommend to deny.

T.S. #4 – West Morgan – Request a reversal of the decision to place a 2 hour parking limit on West Morgan, request that a moratorium be placed on such designations in the downtown area until the new train station lot is constructed etc. (see letter for details)  Recommend to deny, consistent with other streets in area.

T.S. #5 – Pemburn Drive – request stop sign at Pemburn Drive and Nutmeg Lane.  Recommend to deny.

T.S. #6 – Judd Street and Stillson Road – Request a crosswalk at above location for school children walking to Osborne Hill School.  Cars on Judd Street approaching Stillson Road do not stop at stop sign (which is set too far back from the corner for driver to have visibility for Stillson Road traffic) and continue to the intersection without regard to pedestrians  crossing Stillson Road toward Osborn Hill School.. Recommend to approve crosswalk across Judd Street.
T.S. #7 – 1660 Black Rock Tpke. On Candlewood Street – Request to install a No Parking sign at 1660 Black Rock Tpke on the Candlewood Street side between two trees to prevent people from parking their vehicles off road underneath them and damaging the roots.  Recommend to approve sign or install asphalt curb.

T.S. #8 – Melville/Fairfield Woods intersection – Request for flashing lights, no turn on red, new traffic light installation, a pedestrian barrel, timing changes for the pedestrian cycle and others for the intersection of Melville and Fairfield Woods Road. (see e-mail) – Recommend – police and engineering to develop plan.
T.S. #9 - Melville/Fairfield Woods intersection – Request no parking, yellow curb lines, no parking when it snows, etc. for Ridgeview Avenue (see email) Recommend – police and engineering to develop plan.

T.S. #10 Melville/Fairfield Woods intersection – Request for speed bumps, rumble strips, entrance fences and no through signs for Melville Avenue.(see email) Recommend – Police and Engineering to develop plan.
T.S. #11 – Fairfield Beach Road – Request for traffic calming initiation for Fairfield Beach Road (see attached) Recommend to approve crosswalk across Fairfield Beach.  Crosswalk for Rowland Road only following any sidewalk installation at intersection.

Old Business – none

New Business – Motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to add the PBA fundraiser to the agenda; carried unanimously.

Det. Bravo presented the proposal the PBA has for a letter fundraising event.  He gave the Commissioners a copy of the letter to be mailed.  The Commissioners liked the idea of a fundraising by letter, instead of a telephone campaign.  Motion by Commissioner Peterson; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to support and approve the PBA fundraiser; carried unanimously.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Howard to approve the expenditure of State Forfeiture funds in the amount of $1550 for the purchase of 2 rifle lock boxes; carried unanimously.
Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to approve the expenditure of Federal Forfeiture funds in the amount of $3200 for camera and recording equipment and require repairs to the Mobile Command Center; carried unanimously.
Donation of $100 for Animal Control from the Haydu family in memory of Paul Haydu was accepted on a motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Howard; carried unanimously.

Captain Macnamara read a letter from John Petrelis commending Sergeant Gagner and Officer Tyler for their heroic efforts in what he feels saved his life with regard to his terrible motorcycle accident.  Their efforts and Mr. Petrelis’s letter will be forwarded to the Awards committee for consideration.

Monthly Report – the new revised monthly report is almost fine tuned, and will be presented next month.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Howard to adjourn and go into Private Executive Session at 6:40 p.m. for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously.

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENED PUBLIC SESSION

FEBRUARY 14, 2007

A private executive session was held beginning at 6:41 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, Commissioners: Fitzpatrick, Howard, Peterson, Captain MacNamara.

The private executive session adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

A reconvened public session began at 6:46 p.m.

No votes taken.

The reconvened public session adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

_________________ 

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary 
