FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 11, 2007

The Board of Police Commissioners meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by the Chairman, Commissioner Postol.
Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Peterson, Howard, Fitzpatrick, Chief Peck, Captain comers, Lt. Lyddy. Mr. Bill Hurley.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Peterson; carried unanimously.

The Chairman, Commissioner Postol presented an award to Retired Commissioner Durrell for her service.  Chief Peck presented Commr. Durrell her new Retired Commissioner’s badge, and Det. Bravo gave Commr. Durrell a bouquet of flowers from the Police Benevolent Assoc.

Traffic Surveys: Harbor Road – The Chairman read to recommendation of the traffic survey team. 
It read:  the survey team recommends amending the existing “no parking” zones to include areas of permissible parking which are located in areas of Harbor Road where parking conforms to state statutes and DOT guidelines.  A map of the parking scheme has been generated by Engineering.  Bill Hurley spoke with regard to the Engineering Dept. involvement at looking at the area.  His department has spent approximately 25 man hours on this area.  He went over the state guidelines and how they were applied to the area.  Catherine Streater, 390 Harbor Road, felt that there has never been a problem.  If anything the sporadic construction vehicles at times might cause somewhat of a problem.  Anne Estelle, 789 Harbor Road, wants the road put back the way it was, with removal of all of the No Parking signs that were recently installed.  She feels the No Parking signs only encourage people to speed on the street.  She raised the question of the rest of the streets in the village, what was going to be done to them?

B. Young, 320 Harbor Road, felt that a lot of time has been spent, but cannot figure for what reason.  She saw no problem with the way Harbor Road was prior to the signage being put up.  She reviewed a total of 19 accidents in the area in the past 5 years. (1 was a boat accident in the water, 5 were in parking lots,4 were at the Tide Mill Bldg. 4 were involving the stretch in question: 1 at a house under construction, one rear end vehicle accident due to wet pavement, and one vehicle left the road and hit a wall and rock.
The accidents were not due to parked cars on the street or the road.  Also that the Town Attorney has stated that removing the signs would not increase Town liability. That parked cars add to the safety of street.  Harbor Road is one of 12 Scenic roads in town, and should be changed to the way it was.

Bob Savage, 273 Harbor Road, main consideration is the safety of the people traveling the road, and the character of the village.  The road without the No Parking signs accomplished this.

Scott Moore, 322 Ross Hill Road, Harbor road is not a safe road with the new signage.  When the bridge was out for almost three years, the road was not used as a commuter alley, now it is.

Commissioner Fitzpatrick stated that the No Parking is unacceptable, noting the number of people here and their reasons for not having it have merit.  However, he felt that maybe the partial parking is a logical and reasonable approach.

The consensus of the residents from Harbor Road was that the Commission should rescind the No Parking signs and put Harbor Road back the way it was.  The partial parking just didn’t seem to be a solution, because they felt that there was never a problem with the road.

The Chairman moved the recommendation on T.S. #2, seconded by Commissioner Peterson; carried unanimously.
The rest of the surveys were moved to the May 2007 surveys.

Captain McNamara gave a brief overview of the progress of the Post Accreditation process, and where the department is at this point.  He felt that Tier 1 should be achieved in about 12 months.  The whole accreditation will probably take around 3 years.
Lt. Lyddy answered questions with regard to the new Traffic Calming Packet that will be available to people on-line if the Commission approves it.  Commissioner Peterson has some suggestions with regard to changing some wording with regard to 1,2,3 items in the upper left corner, and fixing a couple of type mistakes on the third paragraph under the process.  The question was raised with regard to a traffic survey request being received internally.  It would be handled the same as if it came from the outside.  Commissioner Fitzpatrick felt that the petition was a very important piece of the package.  The Commission liked the format, and it will be incorporated on the town web site.
New Business – Donations in the amount of $665.00 in memory of former AACO Larry Fenton were received.  Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept and deposit the money into the appropriate account; carried unanimously.

Monthly Report – The new format was used for the Monthly Report that was presented.

It was noted that next month, in conjunction with Police Memorial Week, that awards would be handed out at the next Police Commission meeting.

Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to adjourn and go into private executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously at 6:45 p.m.
FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENED REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 11, 2007

A private executive session was held beginning at 6:46 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Postol, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Howard, Fitzpatrick, Peterson, Chief Peck.

Private executive session was adjourned and the public session was reconvened at 6:55 p.m.

Having no business, the reconvened public session adjourned at 6:56 p.m.

______________________ 

Comm. Lazinger

Secretary

