FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONER
REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 14, 2009

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order at

4:30 p.m.

Those present:  The Chairman, Commissioner Peterson; the Secretary, Commissioner Kleber; Commissioners:  Fitzpatrick, Dubrosky, Hersh, Postol, Lazinger; Chief Peck, D/C Macnamara, Captain Comers, Lt. Gombos, Town Engineer Bill Hurley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Postol; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:

T.S. #1 York Road – Request to install No parking signs on the west side of York Road between 230 York to the intersection of Black Rock Tpke.  Recommendation is to deny the request.  Encourage neighbors to call for police enforcement of parking violations, parking on a curve or grade. 
Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to approve the recommendation; seconded by Commissioner Hersh; carried unanimously.


T.S. #2 – Elm Street – Request:  Elm Street due to its proximity to I-95 functions as a cut through from North Benson Road to Round Hill Road, entrance to I-95.  Elm Street is a residential Road and home to many children who walk to the middle school and high school. There are no sidewalks or crosswalks and the roadw2ay is narrow.  The request is to make Elm Street a One Way roadway in an easterly direction from Dorking Drive to N. Benson Road.  Neighborhood petition is attached. Recommendation is to deny request.  Mr. Fain and Mr. Thompson both residents of York Road explained their reasons for the request that it was due to the high volume of traffic on the road.

Motion by Commissioner to approve the recommendation; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger; carried unanimously.

T.S. #3 – Durrell Drive – Request:  Vehicular traffic, assume to be overflow from the State of Connecticut, commuter parking lot accessible from Durrell Drive are parking along Durrell Drive making the narrow roadway difficult to navigate.  Residents can not safely pull into or out of their driveways.  Designate all of Durrell Drive as some sort of restricted parking.  Recommendation is to approve the request, make the remaining area of Durrell Drive No Parking 7 am to 4 pm Monday through Friday, to be consistent with the remainder of the roadway.  
Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Hersh to approve the recommendation; carried unanimously.

T.S. #4 – Rte. 1 and Pease Avenue – Request: Vehicles traveling eastbound on Post Road and making a left turn on to Pease Avenue can not observe traffic proceeding west on the Post Road and exiting the I-95 overpass.  Especially vehicles traveling in the left westbound land and on sunny days vehicular traffic is hidden in the bridge with the dark shadows.  Request the State of Ct. DOT look at the area and make recommendations.  Recommendation:  Approve the State of Conn. Division of Traffic Engineering plan of prohibiting left turns from RTE 1 eastbound onto Pease Avenue and modifying the raised island on Rte 1 and Pease Ave to discourage left turns from Rte 1 onto Pease Ave.  Place a temporary sign, (6 months) in a conspicuous spot indicating an alternate travel route would be Kings Hwy West.  Traffic count revealed this action is used only 5 times in the AM peak hours and 10 times in the PM peak hours.
Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger to approve the recommendation; carried unanimously.

Tabled Traffic Surveys:

#2 – Stratfield Road (Route 59) at Church Hill Road –Request: Would like a pedestrian barrel placed on Stratfield Road and Church Hill Roads in order to alert and remind drivers of the existing school crosswalk from 8 am to 5 pm.  Neighbors agree to a trial basis and are willing to install and remove the barrel on a volunteer basis during trial period. (petition attached).  Recommendation: Deny the request.  Send letter to State of Ct. DOT requesting crosswalk sings be updated with yellow fluorescent signs. The requester, Mrs. McGrath was there and asked if the crosswalk issue could be re-visited... The Chairman informed Mrs. McGrath that any survey can be revisited after 6 months.  Commissioner Hersh stated that he was adamantly against barrels in the road.  He cited safety issues involving responding emergency vehicles.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to approve the recommendation; carried unanimously.

Fairfield Beach Road Assoc. – First Selectman Flatto – Traffic Safety Committee – First Selectman Flatto started the presentation and requests for traffic calming measures in the beach area, which included sidewalks, traffic islands, and crosswalks.
Town Engineer Bill Hurley then presented the first five items from the traffic calming plan that they are asking to be implemented.
Discussion followed in detail with regard to placement of islands, the width of them, and the width of the road.  Islands have been proposed for Fairfield Beach Road, west of the Penfield Road intersection, and somewhere near the Beach Road intersection.  Cost of construction of these islands runs from $3,000 to $5,000.  Fairfield Beach residents said that they would help raise funds for construction.
Commissioner Hersh again stated that he was against putting anything in the middle of the road, due to safety concerns and response time of emergency vehicles.  Snow removal was also a great concern of his.  The width of the road would determine if an island could be installed.

Commissioner Fitzpatrick asked for opinions from Fire and Public Works on the impact the proposed islands would have on them.
Mrs. NeJame a resident of Fairfield Beach Road stated that by looking at the drawings she has seen that the island would block her getting in and out of her driveway.  She also questioned the flooding issue.
Mr. Barrington was concerned with the narrowing of the driving lanes.

Mr. Pinto, owner of a business at Reef and Fairfield Beach Road was worried about loosing more parking spaces.

Mr. Bass stated that he thought all the ideas presented were good, and hoped that they would be passed.

First Selectman Flatto stated that all the comments would be taken into consideration, and asked the Commission to table this for further input from the committee so that they could also address the problems raised this evening.

Motion by Commissioner Kleber; seconded by Commissioner Postol to table until the march meeting,  Items 3,4,5 until the Committee and Town come back with the answers raised this evening with regard to opinions from DPW and Fire with regard to impact on island placements, the issue of blocking driveways, loosing parking spaces, cost factors; carried unanimously.
T.S. #3  -5520 Park Avenue – Tighe & Bond  looking for concurrence for the round about at 5520 Park Avenue.

Presentation was made.  Trumbull has okayed the project at  5520 Park Avenue.  The Commission giving concurrence for the roundabout does not mean approval for the upcoming project at 5545 Park Avenue.   Presentation is made about the proposed roundabout.  Snow plowing, traffic issues, yielding in the roundabout were all discussed.
Signage and lighting were also brought up.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to give concurrence for the roundabout; carried unanimously.

Donations:

Marina Building - $50 S.J. Baum; $2,000 Carolton Conv. Home; $250 1209 Post Road, LLC; $250 Lesko & Polke Funeral Home. Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to accept the donations; carried unanimously.
Chief Peck, Lt. Gombos gave presentation of Marina Bldg. project.  Explained that many vendors have donated time and materials to it.   DPW has asked that $15,000 be set aside from the Federal Asset Forfeiture funds as a contingency. The project donations have been run by the Ethics Commission, and meets with their approval.  Demolition is projected to start in approximately week and a half.  Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to authorize the $15,000; carried unanimously.

Chief Peck also stated that this expenditure from the Federal Asset Forfeiture account meet s the guidelines for that account.

Captain Comers gave an update on the POST accreditation process.  Sixteen sections have been completed, with 6 more sections to go.  Each officer will be given a new policy and procedure book when completed.  POST also states that each officer will be trained in the policies.

Commissioner Hersh left the meeting, 7:30 p.m.

Commissioner Peterson inquired as to whether or not a new mission statement is going to be done.  Chief Peck said that one was, with input from officers and rank and file.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Dubrosky to appoint the list of submitted names as Special Agents; carried unanimously.

Monthly Report was presented.

Motion by Commissioner Dubrosky; seconded Commissioner Fitzpatrick to adjourn and go into Private Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously at 7:34 p.m.

_____________________________ 

Commissioner Kleber

Secretary

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

JANUARY 14, 2009

Private Executive session was called to order at 7: 35 p.m.

Those present:  The Chairman, Commissioner Peterson; the Secretary, Commissioner Kleber; Commissioners:  Fitzpatrick, Dubrosky, Postol, Lazinger; Chief Peck, D/C Macnamara.

The private executive session adjourned at 8:00 p.m
No votes taken.

________________________ 

Commissioner Kleber

Secretary

