FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
SEPTEMBER 10, 2008

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Lazinger, the Secretary, Commissioner Peterson, Commissioners Fitzpatrick, Dubrosky, Kleber, Postol, Hersh, Chief Peck, D/C Macnamara, Lt. Gombos, Sgt. Tursi, G. Ceraso.
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Kleber; carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:

T.S. #1 – Granville Street at Post Road – requesting a Do Not Block intersection sign on Post Road at Granville Street.  Recommendation:  Request denied.

T.S. #2 – Granville Street at Post Road – Request a 2 Hour Parking sign in front of 90 Granville Street.  Mr. Stirna is the owner of Sir Speedy Printing and he indicates that commu8ters park in front of his business all day, 4 to 5 days a week.  Recommendation:  Request denied.

Commissioner Hersh recused himself from voting on T.S.’s 1 & 2.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Kleber to approve the recommendations for T.S.’s 1 & 2; Commissioners Postol, Dubrosky, Peterson, Kleber, Fitzpatrick, Lazinger voting in favor.  Motion carries.
T.S. #3 Brookside Drive at Springer and No. Benson Roads.  Request Stop sign at the corner of Brookside Drive at Springer Road and North Benson Road.  Recommendation:  Request denied.

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Postol to approve recommendation for T.S. #3; carried unanimously.

T.S. #4 – Third Street – Request Third Street be made into a dead end road with pedestrian access to Nichols Avenue.  Concerns leading to this request are: 1.  Third Street is used as a cut through to avoid Villa Avenue and Melville Avenue.  2.  Third Street is not wide enough to fit two passing vehicles, 3.  Due to pitch of road operators are unable to view pedestrians. 4.  Due to the curve of Third Street and Nichols Avenue, an operator is unable to see pedestrians or on-coming traffic.  (See attached complaint and petition)  Recommendation:  Request denied – suggested caution signs.

Discussion:  Mr. Jaeger addressed the Commission with the issues involving Third Street.  The resident of 2 Third Street also spoke. Sight lines, snow plowing, street has become cut through from Villa Avenue were items that were raised in the discussion.  Making Third Street a Dead End was discussed, also the possibility of making it one-way.  The issue was raised as to whether or not the Commission had the authority to make the street a Dead End.  Moving the traffic would impact the surrounding area and residents.  The Commission asked if Mr. Jaeger and the resident of 2 Third Street would be willing to circulate a petition to reflect the residents of the surrounding area their feelings.  They said they would have no problem doing that.  

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to: table the traffic survey and ask an opinion from Attorney Saxl with regard to the Commission’s authority to make the street a Dead End, circulate a petition to the surrounding area residents  for their feelings, conduct a traffic count/speeding on Third Street; carried unanimously.
T.S. #5 – Thompson Street – request to change No Parking signs to read No Parking during school hours.  Resident would like to park on Thompson street evenings and weekends.  Neighborhood petition attached.  Recommendation: Change No Parking signs to No parking During School Hours at east side of Thompson Street at UI poles 2063 and 2064.  
Discussion:  2 hr parking or no parking 8am to 4 pm Mon through Friday.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh, seconded by Commissioner Peterson to Post Thompson Street  both sides No Parking 8 am through 4 p.m. Monday through Friday; carried unanimously.

T.S. #6 – Black Rock Tpke. And Poe Court – Request placing a No Parking Here to Corner sign.  (as per attached sketch) Parked cars on both sides of the street on Poe Court to the corner of Black Rock Turnpike makes it difficult to see on coming traffic and leaves no room for cars to pass.  Emergency response vehicles would have a difficult time negotiating the turn.  Recommendation:  Install signs on both sides of road 45 feet from intersection of Black Rock turnpike (No Parking Here to Corner)

Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Peterson to approve recommendation; carried unanimously.

T.S. #7 – Eintracht Cemetery between Shepard and Arising Streets – Request installation of No Parking signs along one side of Shepard Street and 15 Minute Parking signs along the other side in order for mourners to be able to park and for workers to have access to enter with their equipment.. Recommendation – One hour parking on both sides of Shepard Street.

Discussion – 1 hr parking, no parking, is parking available for mourners. Notifying Board of Ed.  Board of Ed has plenty of parking.
Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Postol to Shepard Street with No Parking on one side, and Cemetery Parking Only on the other side; carried unanimously.

T.S. #8 – 165 Commerce Drive – request to review 165 Commerce Drive, where Mercedes Benz is located, for a potential location for a pedestrian crosswalk, due to Mercedes Benz’s renovations.  Recommendation:  Install crosswalk across Commerce Drive at Brentwood Avenue in conjunction with existing traffic control signal.

Motion by Commissioner Hersh, seconded by Commissioner Kleber to approve recommendation; carried unanimously.

Old Business:  Chief Peck introduced TC Matt Bensey.  He is a member of the Department  Advisory Group.
New Business – Annual Review of Tow Policy.  Commissioner Lazinger recused himself.

Sgt. Tursi went over the bolded changes in the proposed revised tow policy.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Fitzpatrick to accept the changes to the Tow Policy; Commissioners Peterson,, Kleber, Hersh, Dubrosky; motion carries.

D/Chief Macnamara presented the proposal to purchase 42 tasers at a cost of $63,136.04 from the Federal Asset Forfeiture account.  Motion by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Kleber, carried unanimously.

Commissioner Postol requests copy of policy pertaining to Tasers.

Donation: $250 from Beth and Jeffrey Gralnick for FPBA in gratitude of help during a medical call.  Motion by Commissioner Fitzpatrick; seconded by Commissioner Dubrosky to accept the donation and deposit it into the FPBA account; carried unanimously.

Monthly Reports for July and August were discussed.

Commission requests copy of Alarm regulations.

New car bids were gone over.  Getting 12 new cars, plus to new cars from crashed.

The meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

There was no Private Executive Session.

_________________________ 

Commissioner N. Peterson

Secretary

