FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 8, 2006

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order at 40 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Durrell, Howard, Postol, Chief Peck, Captains: Comers, Filush, Macnamara, Officers: Fracassini, Koonitsky.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Durrell; carried unanimously.

Mr. Ray Bouchard gave a presentation with regard to State accreditation program.  The state process is at no cost.  There are several departments in the process of accreditation. CIRMA – as long as you are accredited it is not a detriment.  Town Attorney Saxl responded that State or Federal accreditation would be beneficial.  Risk Management says that the insurance carrier does encourage it even though there is no monetary benefit in premiums.  Captain Macnamara would be the in house accreditation manager.
Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger to go forward with the procedure to obtain State Accreditation, carried unanimously.

Traffic Surveys:

Discussion was held on T.S. #1. Attorney Saxl has submitted his opinion; see email dated 10-19-06.  Discussion was held with regard to a public hearing on the matter of a restricted zone in the downtown area.  The Commission at this time does not concur with some of the proposals put forward.  A press release also will be done announcing the public hearing.

T.S. 4 – Discussion – Town Attorney Saxl’s e-mail dated 10-19-06 doesn’t endorse the establishment of Emergency Vehicle Only Zone, he however believes that placing temporary barriers in time of flooding would be acceptable, and allow the spot decisions regarding the roadway by the police.  This would appear to be a proper use of police powers granted to the Town.
T.S. #11 – Mr. Flynn spoke stating why he had requested the stop signs.  A representative from the post office asked for the stop signs and noted the dangerous situation for his mail carriers.  Lt Lyddy – to conduct an accident and speed study of the area.  Chief Peck felt that the response should be data driven.  It was the consensus of the Commission to amend the recommendation to add the request for more data to be obtained for next month.
Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Durrell to accept the traffic surveys as amended; carried unanimously.

T.S. #1 – Downtown Area survey/parking – Request to review downtown area survey/parking (Fairfield Center).  Recommendation – review Town Attorney’s opinion.

T.S. #2 – West Morgan Avenue – Request to post both sides of the street two hour parking.  Situation:  commuters parking on street – street is narrow, new construction commencing next month.  Recommendation to approve 2 hour parking both sides of street.

T.S. #3 – Reef Road and Old Field Road intersection – Request No Parking signs at above intersection.  Train commuters park their cars all day making it hard for school buses and trucks to get by.  Recommendation to approve no parking from the last driveway northbound to the intersection and southbound from the intersection to the first telephone pole.

T.S. #4 – Reef Road and Old Field Road – Request to discuss the possibility of implementing a plan to limit traffic on this portion of Reef Road. (100-200 block) to emergency vehicles ONLY with all other cars being diverted around the area when flooding occurs on the street.  (see attached letter for details)  Recommend to review opinion submitted by Town Attorney.

T.S. #5 – Harbor Road – Request to install no parking signs on both sides of Harbor Road from the new bridge to the crest of the hill.  Recommend request clarification from Chief Peck

T.S. #6 – Verna Hill & Greenfield Hill Road – Request speed limit signs be placed on the side of the above noted roadways, as well as Hillside Road where speeding and irresponsible driving has been noted.  Recommend to approve 25mph speed limit sign on Verna Hill.  Greenfield Hill is well posted.

T.S. #7 – Redding Road and Verna Hill Road intersection – Request at intersection of Verna Hill there is an island/tree right in the middle with a lane on either side of island and there are no markings to distinguish which lane to enter/exit so vehicles coming in any direction are using both lanes both ways-ex-going Redding you can use the lane before island to take a right on to Verna Hill but coming down Verna you can use same lane to take left onto Redding.  Signage needed (similar to the signage at the intersection of Old Academy) as to direct traffic one way as to keep right. (SEE ATTACHED EMAIL)  Recommendation to table pending review by Engineering.  

T.S. #8 – Cross Highway – Request to install Hidden Driveway sign near the 1300 block.  Recommend to approve.

T.S. #9 – Rt 136 @ Gilbert & Sturges Hwys & Bayberry Lane – Request to install stop signs southbound (driving towards Westport) on Rt 136 at Gilbert Hwy., a stop sign northbound (going towards Easton) on Rt 136 at Sturges Highway and a 4 way stop sign (currently two ways) is needed at the intersection of Rt 136 and Bayberry Lane in Westport.  Recommend to table pending review by Engineering.
T.S. #10 – Bittersweet Road – request to install street signs in both directions alerting people about the presence of children in the street and also 15 MPH speed limit signs to minimize the risk of a car accident.  Recommend to approve 2 slow children signs on Bittersweet.  15 MPH speed limit sign is denied.

T.S. #11 – Burr Street & corner of Burr and Lancelot – Request stop signs be installed on Burr Street, one at 241 Burr Street and another at the corner of Lancelot and Burr.  (see letter regarding safety concerns for letter carriers at above area).  Recommend to deny.

T.S. #12 – North Benson Road and Wagon Hill Road – Request to install either a Stop sign, crosswalk, warning sign indicating there are children in the area or that drivers are in a school zone would give drivers pause to slow down.  Also an issue to consider in this request is the lack of sidewalks in this area which forces people to walk in the street.  Recommend to table pending review by Engineering.  

T.S. #13 – Round Hill & Woods End Road intersection – Request crosswalk be painted at above intersection.  Recommend to table pending review by Engineering.

T.S. #14 – Holland Hill Road @ North Benson Road – request to install a crosswalk on Holland Hill Rd at No Benson Road.  Recommend to table pending review by Engineering.
T.S.#15 – Old Post Road & US! – Request to review traffic situation at Dunkin doughnuts in Southport.  Recommend to table pending review by Engineering.
Retired Marina Guard Arthur Anderson was presented a plaque for his years of dedicated service to the department and Town of Fairfield.  

Tow Policy – Current Tow Policy does not address heavy duty wreckers.  Town Attorney has reviewed and said that it was appropriate to revise the current policy now.  Bud’s towing has applied.  Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Postol to amend the current policy to incorporate heavy duty towers (see page 1); carried unanimously.

Officer Koonitsky gave a presentation to the Commission with regard to part time officers. The Commission had numerous questions.  It was the consensus of the Commission to table for one month, and ask Attorney Saxl for an opinion with regard to what has been presented, and the procedure that should be taken if it is decided to pursue this further.

ACO Paul Miller presented the Animal Control Budget. Captain Comers presented the ECC Budget.  Chief Peck and Captain Macnamara presented the Police Budget.  Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard; to accept the Budgets as presented; carried unanimously.
Donations: Ffld. Woods Library $100, Holy Family Church $50 for PBA.  Motion by Commissioner Howard; seconded by Commissioner Postol to deposit the donations in the appropriate account; carried unanimously.

Captain Macnamara present the Monthly Report.

Motion by Commissioner Howard; seconded by Commissioner Postol to adjourn the meeting and go into private executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously.

____________________ 

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENED PUBLIC SESSION

A private executive session of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order at 6:39 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Durrell, Howard, Postol, Chief Peck.

No action was taken.  No votes taken.

Meeting adjourned 6:52 p.m.

___________________ 

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary

