FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 11, 2006

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Postol, Durrell, Howard, Chief Peck, Captains:  Filush, Macnamara, Lt. Lyddy, Sgt. Zabin.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Durrell, seconded by Commissioner Postol; carried unanimously.

Discussion was held on the motion pertaining to allowing Advanced Auto Works on the Tow List.  It was the consensus to let the motion remain, but to check  with Attorney Saxl with regard to the following:  what time frame can the Commission act under the current Tow Policy?  Can changes be made before next September 2007.  
Traffic Surveys – The downtown survey will be discussed  after the regular traffic surveys.
Mrs. Israel addressed the Commission with regard to T.S. #2.  She has asked that if it was possible to have no right hand turns on all the signs at the intersection, and that the entire area was in need of rehab, painting, etc.  Lt. Lyddy to coordinate and keep Mrs. Israel informed of the progress.  Her original letter would be forwarded to the State DOT.

There was a fax received with regard to T.S. #5.

T.S. #6 – discussion was held.  Mr. Ferguson spoke to the Commission, and talked about the poor visibility and blind corner.  It was the consensus to table T.S. #6 until Mr. Hurley, Town Engineer, could review the area.

Mr. Parker and Mr. Traum spoke with regard to T.S. #6.  Mr. Traum had prepared a brief outline of the problems and possible remedies. This survey is tabled also, awaiting Mr. Hurley’s input next month.

A request for speed enforcement and the speed trailer on the Old Post Road between S. Benson and Beach was asked for by the resident of 480 Old Post Road.

The Downtown Survey was then discussed.

Mr. Barnhardt, Chairman of the Committee, was present to answer any questions the Commission might have.
Items discussed:



The definition of 2 hr parking, and whether moving vehicles to avoid the 2 hr time limit  could be addressed.



Hand held devices to track vehicles in the 2 hr spots, and whether or not out sourcing the devices is feasible.  The Parking Authority was looking into it, but it has taken a back burner at the moment.  It  is estimated that the company that would administer the devices, process payments, send letters, etc. would receive approximately $.17 per ticket.  The Chairman questioned the idea of revenue sharing.



Parking spots, such as behind Brooks, and the parking garage was discussed.  Mr. Kleban has stated that per TPZ he must have so many spaces for his building.  Mr. Kleban has attended TPZ meetings.


The designation of a 2 hr zone in the downtown area was discussed.

It was the consensus of the Commission to inquire of Attorney Saxl the following:

1. Revenue Sharing terms, and

2. Whether or not the Commission could change in interpretation of existing signage.

Motion by Commissioner Lazinger; seconded by Commissioner Howard to accept the Traffic Surveys as amended; carried unanimously.

T.S. #1 - Downtown Area survey/parking – request to review area survey/parking (Fairfield Center).  Recommend for discussion.

T.S. #2  - Mill Plain Road & Post Road intersection – request to conduct a pedestrian study of Mill Plain Road and Post Road intersection in front of Starbucks.  At least 3 pedestrian signals are needed to improve pedestrian safety at this traffic intersection. (letter attached.  Recommend to refer letter to State D.O.T.

T.S. #3 – Mill Plain Green & Sturges Road – request to add 2 crosswalks, first one on Mill Plain Green parallel to Mill Plain Road.  The second on Sturges Road in front of #135.  Recommend to approve.

T.S. #4 – Mill Hill Drive – request to install No Parking sings on one side of Mill Hill Drive.  Recommend because this is a private road, Sgt. Zabin is to notify homeowners.

T.S. #5 – Harbor Road – request petition to lower the speed of cars that enter Harbor Road via Sasco and River while crossing the newly constructed bridge, i.e. install stop sign at west end of 48 Harbor Road just before bridge, install stop ahead sign at beginning of Harbor Road where it rec’s Sasco Hill traffic, or a slow or other sign at the far end of area in question (River Street intersection).  See letter for details.  Recommend to install slow bridge sign at both ends.  Stop sign denied.  Lower speed denied.

T.S. #6 Redding Road & Verna Hill Road intersection – request in intersection of Verna Hill there is an island/tree right in the middle with a lane on either side of island and there are no markings to distinguish which lane to enter/exit so vehicles coming in any direction are using both lanes both ways-ex-going Redding you can use the lane before island to take a right on to Verna Hill but coming down Verna you can use same lane to take left onto Redding.  Signage needed (similar to the signage at the intersection of Old Academy) as to keep right. (see attached email)  Recommend – denied – both lanes have right of way.
T.S. #7 Long Meadow and Redding Road – request to review a traffic problem at Long Meadow and Redding.  Might be a matter of a missing sign.  Right now it is a dangerous intersection being cars go in and out on both sides of the grass divider. (see attached letter)  Recommend to re-install keep right sign.  Refer lawn cutting to DPW.

T.S. #8 Rt 136 @ Gilbert and Sturges Hwys & Bayberry Lane – request to install stop signs southbound (driving towards Westport) on Rt 136 at Gilbert Hwy., a stop sign northbound (going towards Easton) on Rt 136 at Sturges Highway and a 4 way stop sign (currently two ways) is needed at the intersection Rt 136 and Bayberry Lane in Westport.  Recommend to table for town engineer Bill Hurley.

T.S. #9 – Florence Lane – Request Install Children at play signs, install 15 mph limit signs at above address.  Also, can you place officer and radar on the corner of Florence Lane and Joan  Drive to get cars/trucks that are speeding.  Recommend Child at Play sign be approved.  Bus Stop ahead sign, Joan Drive both ends approved.  25 MPH sign approved.

T.S.#10 – Stratfield Road – request to review traffic signal at the 4 way intersection at Stratfield Road and Fairfield Woods Road.  The walking signal does not allow enough time to cross the street.  Also the crosswalk in front of Unquowa School on Stratfield Roads.  Although this is a crosswalk and traffic is supposed t yield for pedestrians, this is not often the case.  Not only does traffic not stop but they travel at high speeds. A traffic signal would ensure pedestrians could cross Stratfield Road safely and also decrease the overall speed on Stratfield Road.  Walk signal is only 4 seconds – refer to State D.O.T., Unquowa School traffic light to state D.O.T.
T.S. #11 – North Benson Road and Wagon Hill Road – request to install either a Stop sign, crosswalk, warning sign indicating there are children in the area or that drivers are in a school zone would give drivers pause to slow down.  Also an issue to consider in this request is the lack of sidewalks in this area which forces people to walk in the street.  Recommend to table for Town traffic engineer Mr. Hurley.

T.S. #12 – Holland Hill Road @ North Benson Road – request to install a crosswalk on Holland Hill Road at North Benson Road.  Recommend to table for Town traffic engineer.

Old Business – none

New Business – Captain Macnamara gave a presentation with regard to applying for and implementing CALEA program.  This is a program which incorporates 459 standards.  These standards are nationally accepted standards in law enforcement.  Some would apply, and some of ours would have to be adapted.  You apply for CALEA certification, and have three years to qualify. The Chairman requested that Risk Management be contacted to see if liability insurance would be affected, and he asked also to contact Town Attorney Saxl to see if implementation could be helpful or harmful with regard to litigation.  Commissioner Howard inquired if someone, or some department that has been certified, if they could speak to the Commission.  Captain Macnamara stated that Norwalk is now certified by CALEA.
Request by Captain Filush to purchase Fingerprint system in the amount of $4263.  Motion by Commissioner Howard; seconded by Commissioner Lazinger to purchase the fingerprint system in the amount of $4263 out of the State Forfeiture funds; carried unanimously.

Request by Lt. Lyddy to purchase as upgrade for the Mobile Command Center in the amount of $22,950.  Motion by Commissioner Durrell; seconded by Commissioner Postol to purchase to upgrade(outside surveillance camera) for the command center in the amount of $22,950 out of Federal Asset Forfeiture funds; carried unanimously.
Monthly report – Revising the monthly report is still being worked on.

Motion by Commissioner Postol; seconded by Commissioner Howard to adjourn at 6:20 p.m. and go into private executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and pending litigation; carried unanimously.

________________________

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

RECONVENED PUBLIC SESSION

OCTOBER 11, 2006

A private executive session was held beginning at 6:25 p.m.

Those present:  the Chairman, Commissioner Fitzpatrick, the Secretary, Commissioner Lazinger, Commissioners Durrell, Postol, Howard.

The private executive session concluded at 6:50 p.m.

No action was taken.

Meeting adjourned.

____________________ 

Commissioner Lazinger

Secretary

